THE RIVERCREST COMMUNITY NEWSLETTER

2007 KINDERGARTEN SOCIAL: On a brilliant mid-August Saturday morning, the newest gang of kindergartners got together at the pool for
the annual social. It was a great way for kids and parents alike to meet and prep for the school year.
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We Need You
If you have ever considered being a volunteer to
help with the governance of our community, now is
the time to act. A number of dedicated volunteers
are stepping down from their posts, so Rivercrest is
in need of a few good men and/or women.
Longtime Board member and current President
Ed Sandidge is stepping down from his position
at the board meeting in November (although he
may choose to remain on the board as a Member
At Large). He became involved with the Board after
attending a meeting to find out why Rivercrest had
not been paved. He went wondering if there was
anything he could do to help push the developer to
get off of the bond and get the roads paved.
“When I arrived at the meeting, there were four
people in attendance,” recalled Sandidge. “They
were the four current board members. They asked
if I would be interested in helping out and I was
voted in that night.”

Sandidge played a crucial role in settling
with KSI after a long struggle and also was
very involved with reworking the pool. So
why is he leaving?
“I think that it is time for me to go,” said
Sandidge. “My initial goals were to help KSI
and Rivercrest resolve the outstanding issues. Mike Jakab started the efforts; I assisted and then took the lead. We have settled
with KSI. There are plenty out there who
think we settled for too little, but I know
how much effort was put in. I am surprised
that we did as well as we did.”
The next president will help steer board
decisions about many issues - like getting
the pool opened next year, cleaning up
common spaces, contemplating a new entrance feature and approving contracts for
lifeguards/landscaping). The job does have
perks, too.
“I have enjoyed meeting the different
folks that I would probably not have had
the opportunity to meet, had I not been involved,” said Sandidge.
Boardmember at Large (and former writer
for the Rivercrest Current) Richard Resnick
will also be leaving his position at the
November meeting. The position involves
participating as a member of the Board and
representing the homeowners on issues of
interest, especially those that aren’t already
represented by committee.
Having been involved for almost two
years, Resnick believes that “being on the
Board is a way for you to understand what
goes into making a community successful
in the eyes of the majority”. He also offers
simple advice to his successor: “Do what is
best for the majority”.
Candidates for these positions should fill
out the HOA Candidate Form and submit
it to the Board at either the September or
October board meeting. The form can be
found in the Rivercrest forum (forum.rivercrest.org) in the HOA Section, under the
Forms & Documents forum.
When the pool closes for the winter,
both co-chairs of the Pool Committee will
be stepping down. Jennifer Hepler (anPage 

other former newsletter helper) and Alyssa
Helmich have been in charge of pool matters for three years. They both worked hard
with the engineers and NVBlu to have the
pool structurally fixed for the summer of
2006. New volunteers to head up the pool
committee will be in charge of continued
maintenance of the pool as well as studying the potential for enhancements. A list
of responsibilities for the future chairs of
the pool committee can also be found in
the Rivercrest forum (forum.rivercrest.
org) in the Committees section, under the
Swimming Pool forum.
Hepler believes the pool chair is a rewarding position and looks forward to helping
her replacement learn the ropes.
“This is a great pool for the neighborhood,” said Hepler. “In order for the pool to
open for the Summer of 2008, someone will
need to take this role to get the pool ready.”
Helmich also has enjoyed her years of
service, noting that being a volunteer is “a
good way to give back to the community”
Alyssa’s husband Harry is another volunteer that stepped down over a month ago.
He was in charge of the website and emails
prior to the relaunch of the Rivercrest website (www.rivercrest.org).
We all owe a debt of gratitude to these five
tireless volunteers for their efforts to make
Rivercrest a better community. We look forward to meeting the new volunteer leaders
who will be shaping our community for the
future.

Swimming Along
by Sharon Brandt
What a fantastic summer! The first year of
the Rivercrest Riptide was a huge success.
Our team consisted of 88 swimmers and a
phenomenal group of parent volunteers
that made the first season a summer to remember.
The children in our community were able
to enjoy a competitive sport; learn valuable
life lessons of sportsmanship and teamwork and, most of all, have fun and develop
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a love of swimming.
The Rivercrest Swim Team is part of the
Old Dominion Swim League (ODSL), a
five-year-old developmental competitive
league, which is based in Loudoun County.
ODSL consists of 22 teams with approximately 2,100 swimmers.
The Riptide ended the season with a respectable third place in All Stars and 12th
place out of 22 teams in the league.
“To begin a team with 88 swimmers
from a neighborhood of 360 homes is unprecedented,” said Paul Maninio, ODSL
League President. The Riptide also had an
impressive 19 swimmers qualify for the
Championship Meet held at the Sterling
Park Swim Club on July 28th.
An ODSL record was broken at the
Rivercrest Pool on July 14th by our own
Rachael Tao in 8 and under 25 meter
Butterfly with a time of 20.08.
“This was the best activity to come to our
neighborhood,” said Laura Erim, an original Rivercrest resident with two daughters
on the team.
Look for sign-ups and announcements
for the 2008 season. Any child ages five
through 18 will be eligible for membership
on the team. All participants are required to
be able to swim 25 meters unassisted. The
coaches will determine, based on a safety
issue, if the swimmer can join the team.
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For more information on the Riptide, go
to our web site: swimteam.rivercrest.org,
or contact: Denise Longo, Team Manager
at longohome@aol.com or Sharon Brandt,
Team Representative at sbrandt711@yahoo.
com.
[Editor’s Note: I attended our lone midJuly home meet as “newsletter guy” - to get a
couple of pictures and see what all the fuss
was about. My son is still years away from
being able to join the team, and my interest
in swimming is more of a means to an end:
I’m interested in swimming to the extent
that it keeps me from drowning.
Still, something unexpected happened
while I was there. The very first competitive
race in our pool was won by one of ours: 5year-old Reese Bickart. I marveled as swimmers clad in Rivercrest green took 1st, 2nd
AND 3rd in quite a few heats that I watched.
I found myself rooting for kids I didn’t know
- kids whose parents I’ve never met. There
was a real sense of community pride, and I
found myself asking “who knew”? As I looked
to the faces of the team leaders and coaches,
it became clear - they knew.
Even if you don’t have kids, I urge everyone
to try and make it to a home meet next year.
It doesn’t have to cost you anything more
than 30 minutes on a Saturday morning you might feel a real community connection.
I hope it’s something we all can experience.]

The ‘07 Rivercrest
Riptide team
picture.
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Bonded
Together
by Pat Julien
I’m writing this article because I think
there has been considerable confusion in
the community with regard to bond release:
how it works, who paid for the amenities of
the community, and what has been done by
the past and present board members with
regard to the bond release process.
I’ll start by providing a little history of
Rivercrest. The Rivercrest community
was originally three separate land parcels:
SouthBank, Rivercrest, and the Sisler Court
area that went by a different parcel name.
The first homeowners moved into the community nine years ago this past June. My
husband and I were part of that group of
seven families. We had the opportunity to
watch the community be built.
Southbank and Rivercrest were farmland and what is now the pool and Ox Bow
Circle area was a farm pond which required
many, many loads of fill dirt. KSI was the
developer for SouthBank/Rivercrest. The
builders included: Winchester, Engle, MI,
NV Homes, Ryan Homes, and K. Hovnanian
along with Carr Homes for Sisler Court. I
mention Sisler Court separately only because it wasn’t until several years after the
start of Southbank/Rivercrest development that the Board of Supervisors agreed
on what would be developed there. At one
time it was to be many more homes, then
a smaller number of homes on larger (1+
acre) lots, and finally what was developed.
Winchester, Engle, MI and Carr Homes paid
bond money to Loudoun County as part of
the “contract” with the county to develop
and build-out the Rivercrest community.
Generally the way the bond system works
in Loudoun County, once a community is
“complete”, the developer will request bond
release from Building and Development
(B&D). B&D will perform inspections and, if
there are no issues, make recommendation
Page 

for bond release. In the case of Rivercrest
there were numerous issues and therefore
this did not happen in a short period of
time, as is common with most developments.
Somewhere between six and seven years
ago, the two initial board members and I
(the Open Space Chair at the time) met with
members of Building and Development. We
did this behind the backs of the other board
members who were KSI employees. We
were very clear: we did not want KSI or any
of the builders to receive bond release until
issues in this neighborhood were fixed by
them ... issues like the pool, grading issues
at the tot lot by the pool and erosion on the
hill in front of and behind the townhomes,
to name a few.
They assured us that they would work
with us. They indicated this community
was unusual in that there were so many
companies on bond. Evidently, the standard is the developer is the only company
on bond. They also indicated that because
of the problems they were having with this
community, they would never let this happen again. Lucky us! B&D personnel asked
if we had contracted to have a Reserve
Study completed. We indicated we had not
and that we weren’t sure what it was, except
that Michael Constant (our Management
Company representative) had mentioned
it to us. A Reserve Study is done to indicate
what a community’s reserves need to be
to cover the cost of upkeep, repairs, and
replacements of properties owned by the
HOA.
Our properties are: the pool and pool
house, the tot lots, the woodland path, and
streets and sidewalks in the townhome
area. With this information Bob Jacobi, the
Board President from KSI, was approached
with a request for the completion of a
Reserve Study. He initially refused but later
agreed to have a study completed. I believe
his subsequent agreement to have a study
completed came about because the state
of Virginia started requiring it for planned
communities. Shortly thereafter Bob Jacobi
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made the decision that KSI would vacate
the board with elections the upcoming
November. Once the new board was elected, the Board members began the process
of trying to gain a better handle on the HOA
finances, gaining either compensation or
repairs/replacements from KSI and the
builders for proffer and homeowner deficiencies, and gaining a better understanding of the just-completed Reserve Study.
The HOA Board members spent countless
hours reviewing the latter for accuracy and
requested changes where needed from the
company that performed the study.
To assist with understanding homeowner
property issues, a letter was sent to the homeowners asking for information on deficiencies in their homes or property along
with any discussions they had had with
their individual builders on these deficiencies. This information was compiled into a
spreadsheet which was sent to Building and
Development and to Winchester Homes,
who also had outstanding proffer deficiencies. Members of the Board of Directors
met with B&D on more than one occasion,
walking the property to discuss our issues
in the hopes of pressuring B&D for what
they could do to assist us. Members of B&D
staff made recommendations on who we
should speak to and/or send letters to for
these issues. One of the Board members had
decided to try to further work these issues
with the county. To this end he followed up
on the B&D staff recommendations and
contacted several high level people on the
county staff and Mick Staton, our representative on the county Board of Supervisors.
At the same time, the Board members
met with the HOA attorney to discuss the
options for collecting some form of compensation whether it was monetary or in
the form of repairs/replacements, with
the pool and erosion problems around the
townhomes being the majority of our listed
problems. The HOA attorney sent a letter to
KSI detailing the deficiencies and received
a sharp rebuttal from KSI’s attorney. The
Board discussed the possibility of suing
The Rivercrest Current / September 2007

RivercrestRealEstate.com

The Neighborhood Real Estate Buzz...

Joanne Hunt
Realtor®
Rivercrest Resident
(703)955-6683
joanne.hunt@longandfoster.com
Reston North Hills 1675-F Reston Parkway Reston, VA 20194

KSI, unfortunately our attorney believed it
would cost the HOA more money in legal
fees than it would cost to fix the problems,
and he wasn’t sure we could win.
When I left the board in November of
2004, we were still trying to gain some form
of compensation from KSI. Winchester had
completed repairs or replacements to their
proffers that were deficient, i.e. the woodland path and the bridge over the creek,
storm drainage areas, and the second access to the road behind the homes at the
bottom of Middle Bluff Place. Carr Homes
had also walked their area with me and the
Open Space Committee chair and done the
same with the bridge and tot lot behind
Sisler Court.
[Board President Ed Sandidge brings the
story up to date: KSI and Rivercrest have
since settled on all outstanding issues. KSI
agreed to construct a retaining wall in the
townhome section to ease the man made
hill in the area. They also created a swale at
the base of the retaining wall that included
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under drainage connected to a storm structure to help ease the water issues. Once this
was complete, they added additional landscaping in the area. They have also added
landscaping at the front of the townhome
section to ease the steep slope along River
Bank Street. Once this work was complete,
KSI presented a $10,000 check to the community to use as we see fit.]

Website
Launched
by Shiva Chen
The new Rivercrest website was successfully launched on July 18th, 2007 amid great
anticipation and support from the HOA and
residents alike. The nice thing about the
website is that all of the information pertaining to our community is now gathered
in a central location along with the ability

for residents to post and reply to messages
in categorized topics (Rivercrest Forum).
Residents have accessed the new website
in great numbers and we are hoping they
are finding what they need with great ease.
Accessing information does not require
registration. However, posting messages in
the Rivercrest Forum and also participating
in the Rivercrest Poll does.
Over 135 resident users have already registered and we are looking forward to having the rest of the community follow suit
so that we can put the new polling feature
to good use. This feature will be used from
time to time by the board to gauge community sentiment on issues being discussed at
HOA meetings.
The residents who are currently comfortable with Yahoo! Groups and need help
transitioning to the new website need not
worry. It is very easy to post your messages
in the Forum.
The first step is to register your account.

SAVE THE DATE
December 31st, 2007
9:00pm - 1:00am
The Waterford
Fairfax, VA
Ring in the New Year right!

V

Festivities include: Open Bar * 4 Course Gourmet Buffet * Live Band * Dancing
Silent Auction * Wickedly Delicious Desserts * Separate Children’s Party * Cocktail Attire
Tickets available $95/each or $890/table of ten - inquire about sponsorship opportunities
PROCEEDS TO BENEFIT: NATIONAL MULTIPLE SCLEROSIS SOCIETY
For more information, visit www.apartyandapurpose.com

This advertisement is sponsored by Gina Tufano (703-574-3478) with REMAX Select Properties
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Go to www.rivercrest.org ... on the left side
of the front page, after some text (“New to
Rivercrest Forum?”) you’ll see a link that
says “Register”. Click on that, and you’ll be
on your way. After you submit your registration, you should receive an automated
message with your username and password. At this point, your account is registered but it still needs to be activated before
you can make posts. You should receive an
activation notice within 24 hours - we try to
process them as soon as we are able.
Once your account is active, return to
www.rivercrest.org and enter your username and password in the boxes on the
left hand side of the page (underneath the
“Rivercrest Forum” graphic). If you’d like to
make a post, find the Resident Forums category that best matches the topic of your
message. If nothing seems to be a good fit,
just post it in the “Resident Forums” section
under “General Discussion”. Click the “New
Topic” button, type your message and click
Submit.
When we launched the website, we had
a rule in place allowing only one registered
account per household. This rule was in
place to prevent a single household from
having more than one vote in the polling
process. We have since figured a solution
that will allow more than one account to be
registered per household: the first account
registered per household will be the “voting” account (allowed to vote and post), all
others will be allowed to post. So if you’ve
been turned down before under this rule,
we invite you to re-register.
While we need your address to verify your
residency, you can remove it from your
account once you have been activated.
Presuming you have logged in to the website using an activated account, click the
“Profile” link at the very top of the Forums
page. Once there, remove the “Street
Address” then press the “Submit” button at
the bottom of the page.
We also would like to point out that the
new website features technology called
“RSS” (Really Simple Syndication). If your
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web browser supports this (many do), it will
make it possible to check for new posts in
an automated manner instead of perusing
each forum. If you’re interested and want
more information, click on the “RSS” link
at the very top of the Forums page (to the
right of “Tutorials”).
If you have any questions, problems
or feedback, please drop us a line at
communications@rivercrest.org.

Fab Fourth
by Lisa Toohey
It could have been a script. As if on
cue, the fire truck rolled into Rivercrest at
9:20am, kids swarmed the intersection of
Clifton’s Point and Sisler Court at 9:25, and
at 9:30 the 7th Annual Fourth of July Parade
was on.
Over a hundred kids decorated their bikes,
scooters, wagons, pets and even themselves
to celebrate the 4th of July. This year we had
both the fire truck and the fire chief truck
to lead the parade along with an “official
parade” car just in case the fire department
had an emergency. As the parade made
its way up River Bank Street, children and
families joined in, swelling the numbers of
participants and blending the participants
with the spectators.
The parade ended at the pool parking lot
where a carnival was set with games, prizes,
popsicles, and lots of volunteers. This year,
instead of winning prizes at the games,

The parade
makes its way to
the poolhouse.
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Richard Resnick
teaches Rivercrest
youngsters about
addition at the
Blackjack station.

The annual
shower from the
fire truck remains
a crowd favorite.
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children earned tickets that could be traded
in for prizes (think Chuck E. Cheese). While
it was confusing at first, the kids quickly
caught on, and the ticket frenzy began! Kids
quickly figured out which game yielded the
most tickets.
This year the games were designed to
challenge young and old (well, older).
We had a water stick shoot out, a football
throwing contest where aim was more important than distance, “Are You Smarter
Than A Fifth Grader?”, the ever-popular
dart throwing to pop the balloon contest,
and a hockey shoot out.
As in years past, Chris Welch donated his

talents and supplies to decorate both children and adults with tattoos. Chris even set
up early so folks could get tattoos BEFORE
the parade. Thanks again, Chris.
Even the weather cooperated this year,
with much lower temperatures than last
year. Even so, the spray down from the fire
truck was the grand finale. The fire truck
hooked up to the fire hydrant on River Crest
Street and extended the ladder. In a matter
of minutes, water was cascading from the
sky. The AT&T lot quickly turned into a mud
pit and kids were running and sliding in the
muddy waters.
A very big thank you to all the volunteers
who helped with this event - you were awesome. Residents stepped forward to help
put flyers in mail boxes, order prizes, guide
the parade, donate waters and popsicles,
run games, and work the prize table - a
daunting job. We even had a resident donate coolers of water and frozen pops even
though they couldn’t be here this year!

Lamppost
Update
A year and a half ago - in the March 2006
newsletter - a story ran titled “Rivercrest
Needs To Lighten Up”. It noted with concern the increasing number of lampposts
in the neighborhood that were going dark.
Our automatic lampposts soften the look
of our streets (when compared to overhead
streetlamps) but they require routine homeowner maintenance. When all of the bulbs
in a lamp go out, it becomes an issue that
affects the safety of everyone in our community.
As part of last year’s story, a reporter for
the Current drove along the length of a
prominent road in our community (that
shall again remain nameless) and found
that 28% of the houses along the road in
question that were not for sale or set off by
a long driveway had completely dark lampposts. We asked the same reporter to make
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the same drive 18 months later to check our
progress.
The situation has improved, but only just
a bit: of the 96 qualifying houses counted,
21 lampposts were not lit at all. This represents 22% of the homes along the road, including one stretch of 5 houses on one side
of the street with a single working lamppost
between them. With nearly 1 in 4 houses
dark, we still need to “lighten up”.
As noted when the story first ran, it is
important to realize that these lights are
not just there to light your way, but also
to provide lighting for your neighbors as
they walk and drive through the neighborhood. Maintaining these lampposts is the
responsibility of each homeowner. If your
lamppost is not lighting, start by checking
the bulbs. If the lamp still does not light
and you are moderately handy, you can try
replacing the photocell sensor (sometimes
mounted on the lamp itself or at a nearby
junction box on the house). If that doesn’t
do the trick, you may need to consult with
an electrician.
By keeping your lamppost in working
order, you will help to keep our community
safe and attractive for everyone.

Reminders
Dog owners are reminded that they must
“scoop the poop”! Allowing your dog to
“conduct business” on a neighbor’s property without cleaning up afterward is being
very disrespectful to the members of your
community. Not only that, it is a Class Four
misdemeanor in Loudoun County (see
paragraph 612.19-a-9 of the county ordinance). Dog waste may contain harmful
microorganisms that can make other dogs
and children sick. It also is a food source for
rodents. Be a good neighbor and help keep
Rivercrest clean by being a responsible dog
owner.
Homeowners are also urged to inspect
the paint work on their front doors, shutters
and lamppost poles and apply a fresh coat
if the existing paint shows cracks or is heavThe Rivercrest Current / September 2007

ily faded. As our houses age, keeping them
well-painted is a simple way to enhance
curb appeal and positively affect property
values.

Committee
Summaries
COMMUNICATIONS
Shiva Chen
communications@rivercrest.org

See “Website Launched”, page 6.

COVENANTS
Paul Fineran

covenants@rivercrest.org

No summary.

At Last...A Home Improvement Builder
You Can Trust and Depend On For ...
Call for your

FREE

Estimate

Creativity
Craftsmanship
On-Time Completion
All Within Budget

OAKMARK
CONSTRUCTION

Creative Interior & Exterior Home Improvements
“Basement Finishing Specialists”

703-759-6487

Class A License, Bonded and Insured - Over 15 Years Experience - Local References!
Custom Decks, Screened Porches, Gazebos & Finished Basements ...
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FINANCE
David Chen

finance@rivercrest.org

The Rivercrest community’s finances
are on the right track. The 2006 Pool reconstruction debt has been completely
paid-off. Also, the Rivercrest swim team has
produced a positive cash-flow for the community. The Finance Committee is committed to keeping up the reserve amount
that we must maintain to feel financially
comfortable. The Finance Committee and
the Board approved using the Property
Diagnostics company to perform a reserve
study. The reserve study results will be
shared with the community in future HOA
meetings or on our new website.
If you have any concerns about
Rivercrest’s finances, please feel free to contact the committee at finance@rivercrest.
org. Thank you for keeping our community
in the BLACK!

OPEN SPACE
Sue Wilkinson

open-space@rivercrest.org

The Open Space committee recently assessed the community’s common areas
to determine where maintenance improvements are needed. The committee
has prepared a list of trees and shrubs in
landscaped areas that have died and need
to be replaced. The list also contains such
items as garbage receptacles in the tot lots
that need to be repaired or replaced. The
committee will present the list to the HOA
board for approval and forwarding to our
contracted landscaping company to get an
estimate on replacement items.
The Rivercrest HOA board recently
forwarded information obtained from
Loudoun County to the Open Space committee regarding a prior committee proposal to remove some trees adjacent to the
tot lot and picnic area in the community
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property behind Middle Bluff Place. On
the county’s concept development plan,
this area is not a tree-save area but is designated as an “active recreation area”. The
area has been conveyed to the Southbank
Homeowners Association, but, according
to county documents, the area “shall not
be denuded, defaced, or disturbed in any
manner at any time without the approval of
the appropriate county department”.
The county defines an “active recreation/
open space area” to include a children’s play
yard (i.e., tot lot) and one or more of the
following facilities: multi-purpose court,
picnic area, boat/canoe landing, or exercise stations. The county’s opinion is that
Rivercrest needs to preserve the open space
behind Middle Bluff Place as is, unless the
community intends to add one or more of
the recreational facilities listed above. The
area already includes picnic facilities and a
tot lot.
In information provided to the Rivercrest
HOA board, county officials further indicated that they do not consider a grass playing
field as proposed by the Open Space committee to meet the definition of a multipurpose court. In their opinion, a basketball
court with markings that could be used for
other games would meet this definition.
However, the Open Space committee will
not pursue such use of that area. Therefore,
the prior proposal to remove some trees to
create a playing field is no longer viable.

POOL
Jennifer Hepler
Alyssa Helmich
pool@rivercrest.org

The last day the pool will be open for the
season is Labor Day. We hope everyone
enjoyed the pool this summer. If anyone
has any suggestions or comments for improvements they would like to see made at
the pool for next summer, please bring up
your ideas and suggestions at the next HOA
board meeting so we can work them into
the 2008 pool budget.
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After September and the closing of the
pool, the HOA is looking for new volunteers
to take over the pool committee. We both
have thoroughly enjoyed working on the
pool committee for the past 3 years and are
looking forward to assisting someone else
in the neighborhood with taking over the
role. Please email the board if you are interested at hoa@rivercrest.org.

SAFETY
Behzad Badiee
safety@rivercrest.org

As your Safety committee chair, I would
like to bring to your attention how dangerous the nearby roads have become. Between
July 24th and August 14th, I have personally
observed four major accidents that have
required road closures by emergency personnel. Tuesday July 24th, around 7:00pm,
at the intersection of Algonkian Parkway
and Thomas Avenue: a multi-car accident,
eastbound Algonkian was closed completely; Thursday July 26th around 10:30pm, at
the intersection of South Cottage Road and
Potomac View Road: a multi-car accident,
southbound Potomac View was closed and
a police investigator was on the scene taking pictures; Wednesday August 8th, around
6:30pm, at the intersection of Potomac View
Road and Algonkian Parkway: two SUVs
were involved in a front-end collision - the
front-end of one vehicle was completely
destroyed; Tuesday August 14th around
10:00pm, at the intersection of Palisade
Parkway and Whitfield Place: a minivan and
a Jeep were involved in an accident - the
minivan was heavily damaged. There was
also a report in the Washington Post: on
August 12th, a 21-year-old Russian national
was struck by a car at the intersection of
Algonkian and Cascade Parkway. Sadly, this
individual later died.
Please exercise more awareness and
care while driving along nearby roads. The
Safety committee cares about your safety,
even after you leave our community.
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SOCIAL
Jenny Schmidt
social@rivercrest.org

The school year is here and the Social
Committee would like to send out a huge
WELCOME to the new Kindergarten class.
The Kindergarten Social this past August
was a great time to meet all the new schoolmates and their families.
It’s been a hot dry summer, but that
didn’t stop Lisa Toohey and her volunteers
from pulling off a great Fourth of July event!
Please see the featured article in our very
own Rivercrest Current (“Fab Fourth”, page
7)! A great big kudos and THANK YOU go
out to Lisa and all who helped make this
such a fun event. I know my kids loved it!
On that note, our next big event is the
Halloween Parade, Costume Contest and
Haunted Path. The date has been set for
Saturday, October 27th at 5:30pm. Planning
will start at the beginning of September.
Please visit www.rivercrest.org often for updates under the Social Committee section.
Please consider volunteering your ideas
and/or time to make this event fun for everyone.
This year we will be having a costume
contest, complete with prizes. So, make
sure to start planning your costumes. There
will be three age groups being judged: 0-5,
6-12, and 13 and over (including adults). I
will need about three judges, so please contact me if you are interested. Please keep
the costumes “family friendly” and make
sure to keep an eye on the weather report.
Last year was pretty chilly.
Also, I will be needing judges for the
Haunted Path contest. Yes, you heard me
right! We will be having a contest complete
with a CASH PRIZE for the best (not too
scary or gory) station on the haunted path.
There will also be First, Second and Third
Place prizes. There is no age limit. I know
there are quite a few older kids in the neighborhood now and we would love to involve
them in all of our community events. Maybe
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you know of a few who would like to get into
the spirit of things and work together on
their own station. Individuals, families and
groups from our neighborhood may enter.
Some outside help is OK. Please contact me
if you are interested in participating.
During our Halloween event, we will be
enjoying refreshments as it will be around
dinner time. Please go to our website www.
rivercrest.org to give your opinion as to
whether we should use a caterer (like Hard
Times Cafe) again, or have a pot luck. I am
looking for ideas and maybe even a food
coordinator.
We are also planning on having a box set
up for non-perishable food donations and
need someone to volunteer to be in charge
of getting it to the local drop-off center. In
the past, we have donated to LINK (an organization providing emergency assistance
to people in need in Herndon, Sterling and
Ashburn), but if you have another charity
you would like to use, please let me know.
Our community has been very blessed to
have such an abundance. It is our privilege
to be able to help those in the communities
around us who are less fortunate.
Looking forward to seeing you all very
soon!

SWIM TEAM
Sharon Brandt

swimteam@rivercrest.org

See “Swimming Along”, page 2.
HOA meetings are usually scheduled for the 4th Monday
of every month. They are occasionally rescheduled in
order to avoid conflicts with major holidays.
Next HOA meeting:
Monday, September 24, 2007, 7:00pm
East Loudoun County Library (aka Cascades Library)
21030 Whitfield Place (behind the Cascades Giant)
All homeowners should plan on attending.
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Cell Tower
Update
The cell tower at Great Falls Plaza looks
complete from the outside, but as a recent
conversation on the Yahoo! Groups website
indicates, very few have noticed improved
cell service.
“Our portion of the construction is
complete,” said Tim Dennis, president of
Invisible Towers (the company responsible
for designing and erecting the tower) in a
late August interview with the Current. “The
only carrier that has completed their installation as this point is T-Mobile. Verizon and
Cingular should start their work during
September. I think they would be on the
air and active by the end of October, unless
they have network integration issues. Even
once they have everything installed, there
are a lot of integration and software installation issues that can come up.”
When asked about the other major carriers, Dennis hinted that it may take a while
longer: “Sprint and Nextel - more than likely first quarter ‘08 is when they’ll complete
the project.”
Some residents have noticed with curiosity that while clock tick marks surround the
top of the structure, only one set of hands
exists to mark off the time.
“It was not designed and approved by the
county to have [hands] on all four sides,”
explained Dennis. “The purpose of the tick
marks was to break up that large surface
area - that’s the way the architect designed
it, that’s the way it was presented and approved. Technically, our electronic controller, which runs off the nuclear clock, can be
configured to control three more motors
and hands to take it all the way around.
The biggest challenge would then be the
legal challenge: it would no longer be in
conformance with what was approved. We
don’t want the community thinking we
short-changed it - we’re exploring issues
like this.”
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Service
Advertisements
Listed here, in alphabetical order, are
residents who provide valuable services.
Any Rivercrest resident that is affiliated
with a business that might be useful to
other residents is eligible. These free ads
must all follow the same format: resident
name, phone number and email followed
by a descriptive portion (including the
company name if there is one) that must
be 20 words or less. If you are interested in
having your business listed, submit your ad
to communications@rivercrest.org. If you
find the 20-word limit a bit too limiting, see
our ad rates at the bottom of page 14.
Lynne Beal
703-430-3502, lynne_beal@yahoo.com
C’est Mon BeBe - Custom handcrafted
keepsake bracelets from sterling silver, 14k
goldfill, freshwater pearls, and Swarovski
crystal. www.thatsmybabykeepsake.com
Kim Becker & Kim Vinyard
703-470-9188,
auctionitawayonline@yahoo.com
AuctionItAwayOnline.com - We’ll sell
your unwanted items on eBay. Save
your time, let us do all the work!
Sharon Brandt
571-434-9799,
sharon@graniteconnectionllc.com
Granite Connection, LLC - Got granite?
For the best granite prices with
a quality install, call me or go to
www.graniteconnectionllc.com
Wendy Buttling, M.S., CCC-SLP
703-431-9117, wendyab@adelphia.net
Private Speech-Language Pathologist
Articulation, Language Skills,
Screenings and Evaluations. Virginia
License - 15 years experience.
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Fred Coulter
703-406-8626, ftcoult@erols.com
Paint Works Services Company
European Surface Techniques,
Faux Finishing and Interior Painting.
Ritu Desai
703-625-4949, Info@eNOVAHomes.com
Samson Realty, LLC - Residential Top
Producer, Multi-Million Dollar Sales
Club Member. Team up with Ritu and
the Samson Realty Advantage!
Alyssa Helmich
703-444-6173,
contactus@matchplaytennis.com
Match Play Tennis - A new flexible tennis
league, summer registration is now open.
www.matchplaytennis.com
Bonnie Olson
571-434-0849,
bonnienchristopher@comcast.net
Horizon Elementary introduces Market Day
fundraiser: convenient, high-quality foods
delivered monthly to the school www.marketday.com, click on Horizon ES.
David Rathgeber
571-434-9071, david@davidr.net
Your Friend in Real Estate, LLC - Get
the latest real estate information free at
www.davidr.net - click “Market Report”.
Sheila Traenkle
703-433-9699, straenkle@hotmail.com
Creative Memories Consultant
Home classes and workshops, photosafe albums and supplies, and group
presentations.
Yenni
703-430-6544, phiyen72@msn.com
Custom-made draperies, curtains,
cushion covers, bed covers and clothes
alteration.
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Contact List
Here are some important contact points
everyone should know.
Zalco Realty (Property Management)
8701 Georgia Avenue, Suite 300
Silver Spring, MD 20910-3713
888-428-6262 (toll free)
301-585-0088 (emergency number)
301-495-4169 (fax)
Michael Constant, Manager
301-495-4158, mconstant@zalco.com
Shelley Hudson, Administrative Assistant
301-495-6618, shudson@zalco.com
Status of covenants applications, approval
and violations
Duane Dennis, Accounts Receivable
301-495-6648, ddennis@zalco.com
Questions regarding an outstanding balance, or Zalco receipt of settlement papers
for new owners.
Carmelita Bourne, Resale/Disclosure
301-495-6607, cbourne@zalco.com
Expediting the resale disclosure document to
owners who are trying to sell their property.
AAA (trash/recycling) 703-818-8222
Comcast (cable/internet) 800-266-2278
Verizon (FIOS, as available) 888-438-3467
Virginia Power 888-667-3000
Washington Gas 703-750-1400

Website
Information
Don’t forget to check out version 2.0 of
our community website! It’s packed with
community information. Browse to:
www.rivercrest.org
A powerful feature of the website is the
Rivercrest Forum - allowing residents to
communicate with one another on almost
any topic. The forums also include HOA
minutes from prior meetings, guidelines
and applications for the Covenants process as well as a color PDF of this newsletter. Anyone can read forum posts, but you
must register to make posts and participate
in polling. To do so, click on the “Register”
link, submit the quick web form then watch
your email for your activation notice.
There is also a newsgroup dedicated to
our community. While new posts will not
be allowed as of October 1, 2007, it will always be searchable as a wealth of Rivercrest
information. Browse to:
groups.yahoo.com/group/Rivercrest
... and press the “Join This Group” button.
You may browse and search the forum once
your account is approved.
Do keep in mind that online forums are
not used to transact official HOA business. Consider attending a meeting of the
Homeowners’ Association, emailing the
appropriate committee member directly, or
volunteering for a committee.

Editor, Writer, Graphic Artist and all-around “Newsletter Guy”: Mike Watkins (communications@rivercrest.org)
The Rivercrest Current is published on a quarterly basis and reaches 365 addresses. To enhance the readability of the newsletter, a
limited number of advertisements will be accepted. No advertisement larger than half-page will be allowed. Quarter-page submissions
will cost $40 for a one-time insert or $150 (pre-paid) for four consecutive inserts. Half-page submissions will cost $70 for a one-time
insert or $250 (pre-paid) for four consecutive inserts.
We reserve the right to determine whether an item is suitable for this publication. Submissions do not necessarily reflect the opinion
or beliefs of the The Rivercrest Current, the Homeowners’ Association, the Board of Directors or Zalco Realty. Similarly, advertisements
placed are not an indication of endorsement by same. Items may be edited for grammatical correctness, clarity and to meet space
constraints.
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The Sitter List
If you are interested in being listed as a baby- or pet-sitter, please forward your name, phone number
and certifications to communications@rivercrest.org for a free listing. Information about SafeSitter certification can be found at www.safesitter.org.
babysitter
Red Cross Certified

petsitter

plantsitter

SafeSitter Certified

CPR Certified

Claire Bucher 703-444-0089

Lauren Buttling 703-406-2747

Lauren Bucher 703-444-0089

Shannon Fineran 703-421-4365

Alexandra Butt 703-444-5957

Marisa Julien 703-433-0338

Meghan Butt 703-444-5957

Camille Kidwell 703-444-2880

Nicole Butt 703-444-5957

Joey Longo 703-450-0326

The Rivercrest Logo Design Contest
Who knew it would be so hard to give away $50?

Part Deux

We originally ran this contest six months ago, in the March issue of the Rivercrest Current. To our
amazement, we didn’t get a single entry. The community still needs a logo, so ... here we go again!
Here’s your second chance to help define a look or “brand” for our community and maybe win a couple
smackers in the process. We’re STILL looking for the perfect logo to represent Rivercrest. It will be used
within the pages of the Rivercrest Current, as well as other facets of communication, to possibly include
letterhead, website design and an entry flag design. Here are the details:
» Submit design entries (in color if desired) via email to communications@rivercrest.org along with
your name and your Rivercrest street address.
» Entries should be submitted in either GIF or JPG format and must be received by the end of the day
on Friday, October 19th. All entries will then be printed and submitted to the HOA Board at the meeting
on Monday, October 22nd.
» Only one entry per household.
» As part of the consideration process, homeowners attending the October meeting will be allowed to
voice their opinions to the board prior to the decision.
» The HOA Board will then decide the winner, provided there is a design that is deemed worthy. If a
design is chosen, the creator of the winning design will receive a $50 Wachovia Gift Certificate to spend
anywhere major credit cards are accepted.
» Upon accepting the prize, the winning entrant’s design becomes the property of the HOA.
The Rivercrest Current / September 2007
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Read all about it: all the news that’s positively

RIVERCRESTY!
Inside:
Your Community Needs You
Swim Team Wrap Up
A Story About A Bond
New Website Info
A Fantastic Fourth

SOUTH BANK/RIVERCREST HOA
PO BOX 650722
POTOMAC FALLS, VA 20165
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