THE RIVERCREST COMMUNITY NEWSLETTER

2006 FOURTH OF JULY PARADE AND CARNIVAL: Julia and Cutter Williams looked so patriotic before the parade that they were among the
winners of the Decoration Contest. See page 4 for loads of pictures and other details from the very successful event.
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Cell Coverage May
Improve Soon
For many residents here in Rivercrest, making
or receiving a cell phone call would require a drive
to the pool house - a veritable oasis of cell phone
coverage in a neighborhood otherwise devoid of
signal. If a local company gets the approvals it is
seeking, that situation may change very soon.
A company called Invisible Towers (on the web
at www.invisibletowers.com) is in the business
of building camouflaged cell phone towers that
are hidden in plain sight and blend into their surroundings as much as possible. They have a number of projects in development, and one of them is
less than half a mile away in the Great Falls Plaza
shopping center. Placing a tower there would dramatically improve coverage in our neighborhood.
Existing cell phone towers do not provide our
see CELL, page 
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area with consistent coverage for all carriers. A look at the placement of the towers
(see the map, above) shows that they form
a ring around our neighborhood, with the
closest tower (C) some 3.5 miles away.
Additionally, the geography of our area
is not exactly friendly to cell signals. As
anybody who drives into our community
knows, the first part of River Bank Street
is an uphill climb. This hill happens to be
70 feet from the base at the traffic light to
a peak adjacent the roadway at River Oaks
Drive (just before the poolhouse). It’s all
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An artist’s
conception of
what the clock
tower might look
like (looking
down Lowes
Island Blvd
toward Great
Falls Plaza).
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The existing
cell towers
(A-G) were not
placed with our
neighborhood in
mind. Two new
towers are in
development: (1)
a 100-foot hose
tower behind the
fire station at the
intersection of
Cascades Pkwy
and Algonkian
Pkwy; and (2) a
110-foot clock
tower next to the
Food Lion in the
Great Falls Plaza
shopping center.
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downhill from there - the northern reaches
of Middle Bluff Place are actually at the
same ground elevation as the traffic light.
This 70-foot hill acts as an earthen barrier,
blocking any weak signal that might have
reached us otherwise.
The area extending from Route 7 northward to the Potomac and spanning the
width from Dulles Town Center eastward to
Seneca Road was identified by representatives from Invisible Towers as a prime candidate for the addition of two camouflaged
towers - a hose tower at the fire station in
Cascades and a clock tower in Great Falls
Plaza.
Invisible
Towers
spokesman
Van
Thompson (van@matower.com) explains:
“We’re building two sites much lower than
what the carriers would prefer us to build
- they would prefer us to build one and
only have one site to cover this entire area.
Building two lower sites [the hose tower
is proposed at 100 feet high and the clock
tower is proposed at 110 feet high] will impact the community less.”
The downside of the shorter tower deThe Rivercrest Current / September 2006

sign: if the clock tower development becomes stalled during the approval process,
the hose tower behind the fire station will
not be high enough to appreciably improve
signal quality at Rivercrest.
“It’s too far away,” says Thompson, “because we built it at 100-feet tall. If they
would have built a 180-foot tower at the fire
department, then they could have covered
the whole thing. Nobody wanted that.”
The proposed clock tower is to be placed
atop a new structure that is also in the planning stage. The developer of the shopping
strip is closing in the gap between the Food
Lion and the Fox Chase Tavern with some
more tenant space.
Invisible Towers has an interesting business model, as Thompson points out: “We
build the structure, then we lease space in
that structure to the wireless carriers. They
come in, pay us rent, put their equipment
in there and run it. They’re trying to get service in this area because they know there’s
people out there that want it. They’re getting those calls.”
On July 17th, there was a Planning
Commission
hearing
in
Leesburg.
Everything went well for Invisible Towers
- the company had a couple people come
out to voice their support. The Planning
Commission voted unanimously that the
proposal be forwarded to the county Board
of Supervisors with a favorable recommendation.
The hearing before the Board of
Supervisors will take place on Tuesday,
September 12th (which may have already taken place). The public is invited
to this meeting - public comment begins
at 6:30pm and the hearing begins no later
than 7:00pm. If you wish to comment, arrive early and sign up by going to the front
right corner of the room and see the clerk
for the sign-up form. The meeting is to take
place in the Board of Supervisors meeting
room, on the ground floor of the County
Government Center, which is located at 1
Harrison Street SE, in Leesburg.
If you cannot attend personally, you can
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still make your opinion heard: comments may be sent to the Board by e-mail
at bos@loudoun.gov, or you can call the
Citizen Comment Line, 703-777-0115.
Adelphia Cable broadcasts the meetings on Government Channel 2. The
broadcasts are also available for viewing live through streaming video (at
www.loudoun.gov/webcast).
If the Board hearing goes well, the next
phase will be the building permit approval
process, where the county reviews the construction and electrical drawings.
While it seems that there are a number
of approvals that need to be secured before construction can begin, Thompson
remains hopeful: “We’re hoping to be under
construction before the end of this year. We
don’t know that we’ll be able to complete
it by the end of the year, but we’re on track
right now so that if things keep going the
way they are, we could very well be under
construction soon.”

Glenn Murray
Ends Tenure
Glenn Murray has resigned as Vice
President of the Rivercrest Board of
Directors after serving 6 years as a staunch
advocate for homeowners.
Rob Hepler will become the new Vice
President, and Richard Resnick will take
Hepler’s place as Member at Large.
Murray was initially appointed to serve
as Director by Bob Jacoby of KSI (thenPresident of the Board) in order to have
homeowner participation on the governance of the site. At the time, he was one of
two homeowner members on the Board of
Directors - KSI members had the majority
with three members.
Murray had numerous battles with KSI
Board members while serving on the developer-controlled Board, most notably having KSI agree to a Transition Audit and an
see MURRAY, page 
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Engineering Deficiency Study, all of which
ensured the viability of Rivercrest as an
Association.
In November 2002, the Board of Directors
transitioned from being developer-controlled to being homeowner-controlled. At
that time, Murray was elected by the majority of the homeowners and the other Board
members made him President.
He served as President until the Annual
Meeting in November 2005, at which time
he requested that another elected Board
member become President.
Each and every homeowner owes him a
debt of gratitude for his years of volunteer
advocacy.

Fun On The 4th
Wow! What a HUGE turn out for our 4th
of July parade and carnival! Almost 100 kids
decorated themselves and their bikes for the
annual parade and carnival. The sight was
truly a slice of Americana! Everyone looked
so great, I don’t know how judges Madeline
Harrison and Patrick DiDomenico were
able to choose the winners: Julia and Cutter
Williams (pictured on the cover), Joshua
and Stevie Drake (pictured at right) and the
group of Reese and Skylar Bickart and Jaden
and Jackson Steele (also pictured at right).
The holiday morning began when everyone gathered around 9:15am at the corner
of Clifton Point Street and Sisler Court. The
intersection was quickly filled with kids,
strollers, wagons, scooters, bikes and even
dogs.
Thanks to Kristin DiDomenico for arranging the fire truck to lead the parade and
Jennifer Hepler for being our parade marshal - did she really need the megaphone?
Our parade was led by the ladder truck
from the Sterling Volunteer Fire Company
and Jina Ames in her hot red Thunderbird
convertible.
The parade ended at the pool parking lot
Page 

and the kids swarmed the carnival, testing
their skills at the Valvoline NASCAR racing station, the basketball bounce, the fish
catapults and the penny toss. Kids even
got to take home cash if they were willing
to dig around a pool of corn that was laced
with coins. And for the kids who came unadorned, they left bejeweled. A craft table
was set up with beads of all colors and, of
course, the red, white, and blue variety.
There was also the traditional cookie walk,
lollipop tree, Uncle Sam toss, ring toss, and
a new game of knocking over the stars!
As it was last year, the most popular attraction was Chris Welch and his temporary
tattoos. The line for that quickly got long and
stayed long the entire morning. Even when
the carnival was shut down and everything
had been cleaned up, a family came by and
asked Chris for tattoos for their children.
Chris was so nice and tattooed the family!
For residents who stayed to the end, they
got to experience the most popular event of
the morning! The fire department extended
the truck ladder, ran a hose to the top and
then sprayed us all with water. It was literally the coolest part of the event.
I can’t thank all the volunteers enough! I
had a lot of great help! Folks like Patty Sohi
pitched in and ordered and sorted hundreds
of prizes; Sue Hughes, Jeanine Ferguson,
Kim Becker, Terri Drake, Sheila Traenkle
and the Duke family who took “charge” of
a game and found the volunteers to run
their game. And, to those folks who stayed
around to help clean up, THANK YOU (big
thanks to Tom Hughes).
Residents loaned coolers, tables, a
pop up tent, and even donated a large
jar of change for the Coins in Corn game.
Volunteers helped by picking up the donut
holes, picking up the ice, distributing flyers,
baking cookies, donating grapes, freezing
the juice pops, sending email or recruiting
their Bunco gang to help out. And there
were families where everyone got involved:
the Williams, the Appels, the Dukes, the
Blusiewiczs, the Drakes, and the Howes.
There were so many folks that helped out
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that I don’t have room to list them all but I truly appreciate everyone’s help.
As a new member of this community, I found
this a great way to meet neighbors throughout
Rivercrest. For all the new folks who have moved in
or long time residents who haven’t gotten involved
in a neighborhood event, I would encourage you to
volunteer. It makes our neighborhood a great place
to raise kids. And, trust me; it is not as overwhelming as you think. You can volunteer big or you can
volunteer small. Just volunteer.
See you all next year - same time, same place ...
- Lisa Toohey
Joshua (left)
and Stevie
Drake were
among the
awardwinning bike
decorators.

Jaden and
Jackson Steele
teamed up
with Skylar
and Reese
Bickart to
nab bike
decorating
honors.

Sue Hughes
presided over
these eager
racers at the
Valvoline
NASCAR
racing station.

Chris Welch
applied quite a
few temporary
tattoos.

HOA Board
member Ed
Sandidge
watched as
his son Brice
went fishing
in Jeanine
Ferguson’s
pool filled
with fabulous
prizes.

The fire truck
gave our
parade some
serious “street
cred”.

Jason Tufano
and Timothy
Duke carried
the banner
that led the
way.
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As the
temperature
rose, the crew
from the fire
department
knew how to
keep the crowd
cool.
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In Memoriam
The Rivercrest community has lost a kind
soul and tireless volunteer.
Covenants chairperson Ted Rion passed
suddenly at his home at age 49 on Sunday,
June 11, 2006. Beloved husband of Sharon
M. Carroll; devoted father of Jimmy and
Barbara Rion; son of James F. Rion of Elkton,
VA; brother of Jan Rion of Penn Laird, VA.
Memorials may be made to the Rion
Children’s Education Trust, c/o Riverside
Presbyterian Church, 20 Pidgeon Hill Drive,
Suite 109, Sterling, VA 20165.
The community sends its deepest condolences to his family, loved ones and friends.

Announcements
FROM THE PROPERTY MANAGER
One sure way of increasing property
values for Rivercrest is by maintaining the
exterior appearance of your property. The
overall appearance of the site is a responsibility shared by all Association Members.
Moreover, you are obligated by your legal
documents to ensure that your property
adheres to the specified guidelines.
Article 7 of the Declaration Section 7.2,
“Upkeep by Owners”, states: each owner
shall keep such Owner’s Lot and all improvements located on the lot in good order,
condition and repair and in a clean and
sanitary condition including without limitation, all necessary grounds maintenance
and snow removal, in accordance with local
ordinances, except as provided otherwise
in this Declaration or in a Supplementary
Declaration.
The section expands on ramifications for
owners who fail to comply, once notified by
management. The goal is not to initiate the
Association’s violation process, but to create awareness for owners of the importance
in maintaining the exterior appearance of
their property. After all, a mediocre curb
appeal can adversely affect property values
for all homeowners.
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Frequent lawn maintenance; pruning of
trees, bushes and hedges; painting or replacing worn out doors, shutters and mailboxes; and replacement of exterior night
lights are but a few items that can go a long
way toward improving the curb appeal of
each individual property and the site as a
whole. Your Board of Directors, along with
the Covenants Committee, is confident that
you will do your utmost to comply with this
request. Your cooperation is crucial. The
ambiance of your community is everyone’s
responsibility.
- Michael Constant, Property Manager
WOMEN WHO WINE
Be a part of this social club for women in
Rivercrest that serves two purposes: it is a
social outlet for women in our neighborhood and it also provides the opportunity
to try various wines that you wouldn’t typically select on your own.
Please join us the third Wednesday of
each month at 7pm. Email me for more details.
- Joanne Hunt, Resident
hunt7191@yahoo.com
THE HALLOWEEN PARADE
AND HAUNTED PATH
This is an invite to the neighbors of
Rivercrest to take part in some way in the
annual Haunted Path and Halloween Parade
to be held the weekend before Halloween.
There is something for everyone to do and
money in the social budget with which we
can do some really fun things. We need
a parade coordinator, food coordinator,
haunters to haunt the path, and help with
setup and cleanup.
Though the path runs along the houses at
Middle Bluff Place there is nothing keeping
any Rivercrest resident from taking part in
the festivities. Join together with some of
your neighbors and make it a team effort.
Some web sites to inspire include:
www.HalloweenMonsterList.info
www.MethodzOfMadness.com
www.Halloween-L.com
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Work together with your neighbors! A
prize will be awarded to the “street/court”
or group that comes up with the best scene.
Maybe a bit of friendly competition will
stimulate the creative juices.
We’ll have meetings to try to accommodate everyone’s schedule, but attendance
is not required. Our first meeting will be
Sunday, September 17th at 2pm at 47200
Middle Bluff Place (703-421-6148).
It’s been a part of the community almost
since the beginning. Based on feedback
year after year it’s definitely worth running.
Consider what your role can be this year.
- Julie Humpton, Resident
703-421-6148, jhumpton@aol.com
HOST FAMILIES NEEDED
Families are needed to host a group of
45 Austrian exchange students and their
2 teachers from a science and technology
school in Graz. The group will be visiting
the Washington, DC area from October 21
to November 2, 2006.
The Austrian teens will learn about
American culture through interaction with
local families, the community, and participation in field trips. They will also spend 2
days in high school to experience academic
life in an American school.
Thanks to many wonderful families we
have had a number of successful exchange
programs involving students from Graz,
Austria. The popularity of this program
would not be possible without the friendships and hospitality provided by our outstanding American families.
Host families are asked to provide housing, meals and assistance in getting to and
from Dominion High School during the
week.
If you are interested in hosting an Austrian
teen, please call me. Thank you!
[Editor’s Note: The legitimacy of this program has been verified with Ann Beltrane,
an administrative representative with
Dominion High School.]
- Francesca Contento, Coordinator
703-785-9447, 301-631-0916
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Committee
Summaries
COMMUNICATIONS
Mike Watkins
communications@rivercrest.org

We’ve switched our printing company and delivery method. We are excited to be working with GAM Printers
(www.gamprinters.com) because they
should be cheaper, faster, more local and
offer a better looking final product than our
prior printer. Need I say more?
As we crank out our third issue, we are
pleased to see community members starting to contribute. Just ask Lisa Toohey how
easy it is to write for the newsletter. I’ll get
on my regular soapbox and implore you
guys to write! I promise to get after the stories that I think you want to read about, but
nobody knows more about what you want
to read than YOU! So give us a hand and
throw us an email.

COVENANTS
Paul Fineran

covenants@rivercrest.org

We would like to introduce ourselves
as the new members of the Covenants
Committee: Paul Fineran, Teresa Williams
and Karen Alexander. We have been on the
job since the end of June, and would like to
thank all of you who went through our onthe-job training during the past couple of
months.
We have several near term improvement
in progress, including clearly setting expectations regarding approval timeframes
and improving communications regarding the status of applications. Please look
for updates on these improvements at
see COVENANTS, page 
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COVENANTS, from page 
www.rivercrest.org in the coming weeks.
One way you can help us help you is to
provide an email address with your application (current version available at
www.rivercrest.org). This will allow us
to provide you information faster than
“snail mail”. As always, you can reach us at
covenants@rivercrest.org.
Finally, we would like to remember the
outstanding service that Ted Rion provided
to Rivercrest during his long tenure with
the Covenants Committee.
We hope that we can support the homeowners as well as he did, and our condolences go out to his family and friends.

FINANCE
David Chen

finance@rivercrest.org

As a community we are in good financial
condition, the fiscal year 2007 budget is in
development. There isn’t anything particularly newsworthy to report at this time. As
developments occur, I will use this space
and other methods to relay them to you.

OPEN SPACE
Barbara Miller

open-space@rivercrest.org

The committee presented the board at
the monthly HOA Board meeting August
28th with the contract for the 2007 landscaping of the open spaces and townhouse
areas. The amount came to $34,459.68.
The board also approved planting pansies in the fall on the center island at the
entrance from Algonkian Parkway. Pansies
at the pool house are already in the yearly
contract with begonias replacing the pool
pansies in the summer.
The board also approved replacing the
dead pine tree at the tot lot with the gazebo.
Also, the dead tree in front of the pool house
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will be replaced.
We will be in contact with the landscaping company on the best way to handle all
the bare areas, especially the area of River
Bank Street.
Sue Wilkinson came forward and is going
to look into checking on what we can do in
our community to find a place for middleand high-school age students to have a
place to play basketball or football. If you
would like to join her, please email us and
we will forward your name.
For many years, we have been trying to
install an entrance to Rivercrest as you
come down River Bank Street, right near
the AT&T lot on both sides of the street. I
know the Board is willing to allocate money
for that special project, so if you or a group
of people would like to take on that project
and work with our landscaper (or another
landscaper), please don’t hesitate to send
us an email so money can be allocated by
the Board for the 2007 budget.

POOL
Jennifer Hepler
Alyssa Helmich
pool@rivercrest.org

We hope everyone enjoyed the Pool this
summer and the many improvements that
were made to it. The pool will be closed by
the time you read this (closing on Monday,
September 4th).
If anyone has any suggestions/comments
for improvements they would like to see
made at the pool for next summer, please
send an email to pool@rivercrest.org or
bring up your ideas and suggestions at the
next HOA board meeting so we can work
them into the 2007 pool budget.
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SOCIAL
Jenny Schmidt
social@rivercrest.org
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SAFETY
Behzad Badiee
safety@rivercrest.org

The Safety Committee continues to gather additional signatures for the multi-way
stop signs. The map above illustrates the
location of the proposed signs. With only 25
signatures to go, we have almost completed
the petition. During the next few months
we will be working with Loudoun County to
get County Board approval.
In July and early August, unmarked sheriff’s cars were placed on River Bank and
Clifton Point Streets. The Loudoun County
Sheriff’s Office will be checking for speeding periodically. We advise residents to obey
the 25 MPH speed limit and show care for
our neighborhood.
The Safety Committee does need volunteers. If you wish to volunteer, or if there
is any way the Safety Committee can be of
service to you, please e-mail us with your
request.
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The Social Committee is very pleased to
announce that there are some community
members who have stepped up to coordinate our events this summer.
A big thank you goes out to Lisa Toohey
and Julie Humpton for putting together our
Fourth of July event. It was one of the best
I’ve been to. There were lots of new games,
prizes and things to see. Our local volunteer
fire department was even able to attend
and did a demonstration with the ladder
and hose (which was much appreciated on
that hot morning). Great job ladies!
Another big thank you goes out to
Madeleine Harrison and the gals from Sisler
Court for planning our Annual Kindergarten
Social. Since I am writing this article before
the event actually happens, I don’t have any
details about it, but I’m sure it will be great!
We are still looking for a volunteer/
volunteers to plan and coordinate our
Halloween Parade and Haunted Path at the
end of October. Please contact me before
September 20th if you are interested in taking this on, helping out or just have an idea
or two.
If you would like to join the Social
Committee, coordinate an event or just
have an idea to share, please contact me.
If you would like to plan an event for our
community, PLEASE coordinate with me so
we are all on the same page. Thanks!
BUDGET PLANNING MEETING
The Board will be discussing the proposed 2007 budget
during the next HOA meeting - all homeowners
are strongly encouraged to attend!
Monday, September 25, 2006, 7:00pm
East Loudoun County Library (aka Cascades Library)
in the Conference Room
21030 Whitfield Place - Sterling, VA 20165
(behind the Cascades Giant)
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Homeowners’ Meeting Minutes
What follows is a summary from the most recent
homeowners’ meeting. Minutes from prior meetings can be found on the community website - see
“Website Information”, page 14.
Subject:
Date:		
Location:

Rivercrest HOA Meeting
August 28, 2006 at 7 PM
Cascades Library

Attending
H.O.A. Board (Rich Resnick, Ed Sandidge, Rob
Hepler, Tom Burtner, Terry Willert)
Zalco Realty (Michael Constant)
Communications Committee (Mike Watkins)
Finance Committee (David Chen)
Open Space Committee (Barbara Miller)
Home Owners (Penny Mai, Paul Renick, Denise
Longs, Sue Wilkinson, Sharon Brandt)
MINUTES
1 Meeting was called to order
2 Minutes from July’s meeting were approved
3 Covenants Committee
Board received an email from a homeowner complaining that there were too many toys, bikes, big
plastic pools even trash left out in the yards at the
Town homes and it does not look nice and could
damage the value of the property and community.
Zalco will respond to homeowner.
4 Open Space Committee
Barbara Miller will help out the Open Space
Committee by handling the yearly contract with
Shenandoah. She received the Maintenance
Contract for 2007 to be reviewed by Board for
a cost of $34,459.68. Board would like to know
when the major treatments are being done by
Shenandoah. Board approves having dead tree to
the right of the Pool replaced. It died due to the
sprinkler system not working for a period of time.
Board approves having dead tree replaced in town
home area. Shenandoah provided a proposal for
Power Seeding services scheduled for September/
Page 10

October for a cost of: $4,917.37. Shenandoah provided a Proposal for the Nature Area Maintenance.
They recommended applying 4 separate applications of non-selective herbicides for $700 for each
application. Board rejected proposal and agrees to
have Shenandoah just clear out Natural Areas as
needed. Daffodils will be put in entrance. Pansies
will be planted in Pool area. Board agreed to pruning of trees in town home area. Barbara is working
on issue to get island between Lowes Island and
Bridge on Algonkian Pkwy mowed. Letter was presented to Board by Cascades Association indicated
that Rivercrest should have been contributing to
cutting of grass on the island area on Algonkian
Pkwy. Michael Constant and Barbara Miller to
negotiate with Cascades to get issue resolved.
Barbara also to get quote from Shenandoah to cut
this area.
5 Finance and Budget Committee
The question was raised to set up “spending account” for committees so they do not have to use
their personal funds. Board agreed to keep process
as is. On budget and track.
6 Pool Committee
Sharon Brandt presented to the Board the option to start a swim team at Rivercrest next year.
Included in the discussion was a description of
the ODSL Swim League, Insurance, Swim Team
Membership, Practice Times and Schedule,
Organization and Budget. Board agrees this is a
great idea but needs to work out details to make it
happen. Sharon asked if it could be decided upon
by September’s meeting because of the tremendous about of work involved in getting this started.
7 Social Committee
No Status
8 Safety Committee
Safety committee gathered an additional 60
signatures for multi-way stop signs. The petition
is almost complete. During the next few months
they will be working with the county to get county
board approval. During months of July and early
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August un-marked sheriff cars were placed
on River Bank and Clifton Point Streets.
Loudoun county sheriff’s office will be
checking for speeding periodically. The
Safety Committee advises residents to
obey the 25 mile speed limit and show care
for our neighborhood. Safety Committee
continues to need volunteers.
9 Communications Committee
Mike Watkins provided September’s newsletter to the board for review. Board agreed
newsletter looks great.
10 Board Action
To determine how to set up the proposed
Rivercrest Swim Team.
11 Contracted Services
No action required.
12 Professional Services
No action required.
13 Open Forum
Sue Wilkinson is concerned about older
children in the community not having
a place to go in the community. She has
some ideas of things that could be done.
Sue volunteered to work on the Open
Space Committee to look at options for
things that could be added to our community for older children.
14 Next Month’s HOA Meeting
Budget Planning meeting - Date:
September 25, 2006; Time: 7:00pm;
Location: Cascades Library
Terry Willert
H.O.A. Board Secretary

Rants and Raves
Here’s an opportunity for us to share
our favorite (and maybe not-so-favorite)
contractors, electricians, physicians and
so on. Nobody has submitted any rants or
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raves directly to us yet, so the quotes below
are the result of a continued “raid” of posts
from our Yahoo! Groups website. To keep
this ever-expanding column from eventually taking over the entire newsletter, reviews from prior issues are not repeated.
If you would like to pitch in, please post
your opinion online or send your submission to communications@rivercrest.org.
Minimum requirements: your name (for
residency verification only - the reviews are
anonymous), the name and phone number
for the company or individual being reviewed and a short (20 words or less) statement about why you’re recommending (or
slamming) them.
The following is an unverified listing of
resident opinions. Inclusion is not an indication of endorsement by the Rivercrest
Current, the Homeowners’ Association or
Zalco Realty.
AIR CONDITIONING
» Aire Serv Heating and A/C, Joe Flanigan,
703-904-0102
“has been excellent troubleshooting problems
and keeping us cool, taking care of our clients and
friends”
“I also recommend Aire Serv - Gary, the owner, is a
personal friend of ours and a great person”
“FYI - they do not install attic fans”

» Michael & Son, 703-658-3998
“used to install an attic fan a few weeks ago - it was
$329 installed”
“technician said our roof was too steep, we had to get
a roofer to install attic fans”
“the installer came out, climbed on [the] roof and
said it was too steep”

» E-TEC, 703-961-8830
“two fans took 2.5 hours, installers were very friendly
and answered all my questions, total cost was $800”
“went smoothly, a bit late but worked hard, I am
happy with the experience”
“attic fan has been working great, roof was steep and
the price was still $375 for 1 fan”

» Donmar, 703-435-0205
“used them to fix the AC in our old house and we were
very happy with them”

see RANTS, page 12
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RANTS, from page 11

» S&S Heating & Air, 703-406-9410
“my husband works for them”

DENTIST
» Dr. Emmanuel Skordalakis (pediatric)
“have taken my 3 year old daughter - is very good
with kids, office is very kids friendly”

DERMATOLOGIST
» Dr. Robert Gurney, 11315 Sunset Hills Rd,
Reston, 703-437-7744
“I go to him”
“he is best”

» Dr. Van Ha, Loudoun Dermatologist
Associates, 703-723-7171
“he is very knowledgeable - only problem is to get
sooner appointment”

» Dr. Semler, 46175 Westlake Drive, 703433-0500
“we were recommended to him by Dr. Sebastian, does
Accutane treatments for acne - would highly recommend”

» Dr. Sebastian, 1850 Reston Town Center
Drive
“he came highly recommended for the treatment of
Mohs (skin cancer) - would highly recommend”

» Dr. Nandedkar, www.drnandedkar.com
“have been using for a few years, love her - opening a
new practice - highly recommend her”

DRIVEWAY SEALING
» Academy Sealers, Ashburn, 703-723-9725
“very happy with their work, offered a deal because
we had it done on the same day as our neighbors”

» Master Seal, 703-335-1950
“$59, it looks good, gave me an appointment right
away”

DRY CLEANING
» Total Cleaners
“recently lost and damaged our clothing, not willing
to do anything other than refund us for the cleaning”

» Bergmann Cleaning,
www.bergmanns.com
“Try [them] for home pickup and delivery, they are
sponsoring the Rivercrest Triathlon for the second
year in a row”

Page 12

» Cleaners 2 U, Herndon
“used them for years now and love them”

ELECTRICIAN
» E-TEC, 703-961-8830
“our electrician for the last 3 years, have done a good
job installing heavy light fixtures/ceiling fans”

EXTERMINATOR
» Superior Pest Control, Ashburn, 703-4041921
“have been pleased with their service”
“recommend - a representative came out for a wasp
problem, very quick, reliable and professional”

» Bug Pros, 540-338-6600
“Keith (the owner) does all of the work and is quite
knowledgeable and very thorough”

» Advanced Pest Control
“they were horrible, would just spray and leave and
then have to come back”

» Orkin
“spiders, ants, hornet nests inside and outside - a
year contract is about $500, unlimited visits at no
additional charge”

GARAGE DOOR
» The Door Doctor
“have been pleased, replaced our opener with a Lift
Master and it’s been great, low noise level, etc”

INTERIOR DESIGN/REMODELING
» Roop Interior Designs, Sharad Vira, 202957-0706
“would strongly recommend, has won lots of awards
for customer satisfaction and sales”

LANDSCAPING
» J&L Landscape
“used [them] two times to remove trees and do tree
trimming/shaping with success”

LAWN CARE
» Ultra Turf
“using for 3 years, content until recently, have not
been returning my calls”

» Bio Green, www.biogreenva.com
“when you call, tell them that they were recommended by [me], I get [a discount on my] next service”

» Bay Country Lawns (used to be Natural
Lawns), 703-204-9000
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“highly recommend, they use premium organic
based chemicals to help protect the water table and
Bay estuary”

OPTHAMOLOGIST
» Dr. James Sprague (pediatric), Mclean,
703-356-2141
“used for both of our kids and have been very happy
with him”
“called [late April]: he is not taking new patients
(when I called)”

PET CARE
» All Friends Pet Care,
www.allfriendspetcare.com

Kim Becker & Kim Vinyard
703-470-9188,
auctionitawayonline@yahoo.com
AuctionItAwayOnline.com - We’ll sell
your unwanted items on eBay. Save
your time, let us do all the work!
Sharon Brandt
571-434-9799,
sharon@graniteconnectionllc.com
Granite Connection, LLC - Got granite?
For the best granite prices with
a quality install, call me or go to
www.graniteconnectionllc.com

“they do overnight stays for $75/night”

ROOFING
» Doyle Roofing and Remodeling, Larry
Doyle (owner), 703-444-9153, 540-2123337 cell
“work was excellent, the price below most other estimates, I believe he also does drywall work”

Service
Advertisements
Listed here, in alphabetical order, are
residents who provide valuable services.
Any Rivercrest resident that is affiliated
with a business that might be useful to
other residents is eligible. These free ads
must all follow the same format: resident
name, phone number and email followed
by a descriptive portion (including the
company name if there is one) that must
be 20 words or less. If you are interested in
having your business listed, submit your ad
to communications@rivercrest.org. If you
find the 20-word limit a bit too limiting, ask
us about placing an advertisement that can
be run for a modest insert fee.
Lynne Beal
703-430-3502, lynne_beal@yahoo.com
C’est Mon BeBe - Custom handcrafted
keepsake bracelets from sterling silver, 14k
goldfill, freshwater pearls, and Swarovski
crystal. www.thatsmybabykeepsake.com
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Wendy Buttling, M.S., CCC-SLP
703-431-9117, wendyab@adelphia.net
Private Speech-Language Pathologist
Articulation, Language Skills,
Screenings and Evaluations. Virginia
License - 15 years experience.
Fred Coulter
703-406-8626, ftcoult@erols.com
Paint Works Services Company
European Surface Techniques,
Faux Finishing and Interior Painting.
Ritu Desai
703-625-4949, Info@eNOVAHomes.com
Samson Realty, LLC - Residential Top
Producer, Multi-Million Dollar Sales
Club Member - team up with Ritu
and the Samson Realty Advantage!
Sheila Traenkle
703-433-9699, straenkle@hotmail.com
Creative Memories Consultant
Home classes and workshops, photosafe albums and supplies, and group
presentations.
Yenni
703-430-6544, phiyen72@msn.com
Custom-made draperies, curtains,
cushion covers, bed covers and clothes
alteration.
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Contact List
Here are some important contact points
everyone should know.
Property Management
Zalco Realty
8701 Georgia Avenue, Suite 300
Silver Spring, MD 20910-3713
888-428-6262 (toll free)
301-585-0088 (emergency number)
301-495-4169 (fax)
Michael Constant, Manager
301-495-4158, mconstant@zalco.com
Shelley Hudson, Administrative Assistant
301-495-6618, shudson@zalco.com
Status of covenants applications, approval
and violations
Duane Dennis, Accounts Receivable
301-495-6648, ddennis@zalco.com
Questions regarding an outstanding balance, or Zalco receipt of settlement papers
for new owners.
Ruth Edwards, Resale/Disclosure
301-495-6607, redwards@zalco.com
Expediting the resale disclosure document to
owners who are trying to sell their property.
AAA (trash/recycling) 703-818-8222
Adelphia (cable/internet) 888-683-1000
Virginia Power 888-667-3000
Washington Gas 703-750-1400

Website
Information
Don’t forget to check out our community
website! It’s packed with community information! Browse to:
www.rivercrest.org
The menu along the left-hand side of
the web page includes a “Residents Only”
option. Clicking on this brings up a login
screen - enter rivercrest as the User Name
and home!owner for the password. After
pressing OK, the right side of the web page
should show the “Residents Only” area. This
section includes Homeowners’ Association
minutes from prior meetings, guidelines
and applications for the Covenants process
as well as a color PDF of this newsletter.
There is also a newsgroup dedicated to
our community. It was founded almost
six years ago and boasts more than 330
members. Anyone can join for free and participate in the lively discussions there. It’s a
great way to meet your neighbors. Browse
to:
groups.yahoo.com/group/Rivercrest
... and press the “Join This Group” button. While newsgroup activity has been
on the rise, you may find that things don’t
necessarily get done via that channel. If
so, consider attending a meeting of the
Homeowners’ Association, emailing the
appropriate committee member directly, or
volunteering for a committee.

THE RIVERCREST CURRENT IS PUBLISHED ON A QUARTERLY BASIS. WE
RESERVE THE RIGHT TO DETERMINE WHETHER AN ITEM IS SUITABLE FOR
THIS PUBLICATION. SUBMISSIONS DO NOT NECESSARILY REFLECT THE
OPINION OR BELIEFS OF THE ASSOCIATION OR BOARD OF DIRECTORS. ITEMS
MAY BE EDITED FOR GRAMMATICAL CORRECTNESS, CLARITY AND TO MEET
SPACE CONSTRAINTS.
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The Sitter List
If you are interested in being listed as a baby- or pet-sitter, please forward your name, phone number
and certifications to communications@rivercrest.org for a free listing. Information about SafeSitter certification can be found at www.safesitter.org.
babysitter

petsitter

Red Cross Certified

SafeSitter Certified

CPR Certified

Claire Bucher 703-444-0089

Nicole Butt 703-444-5957

Lauren Bucher 703-444-0089

Kristen Carlson 703-433-2664

Alexandra Butt 703-444-5957

Shannon Fineran 703-421-4365

Meghan Butt 703-444-5957

Marisa Julien 703-433-0338

RIVERCREST CROSSWORD
OK, so it ain’t exactly the New York
Times Sunday crossword. This one is
geared toward younger minds, so let
them have a go. Unless you’re like me,
and you’d like to be able to finish one
of these darn things - for once.
If you need a hint or solution, email
communications@rivercrest.org.
When in doubt - think local!
ACROSS

DOWN

2 ___ Who Wine
3 Great ___ Plaza
6 Monday bins
9 50 (aka)
10 Fox ___ Tavern
11 Director gang
14 Playground nick
15 Errant warning
17 Penn
19 Leader on 4th
21 For ___
22 Necklace
24 Petition goal
25 Newsmakers
28 Haunted ___
29 Overhead destination
30 Titan home
32 Refuse people
33 ___ Space
34 Closest grocery

1 Ex-VP Glenn
2 Secretary Terry
4 Email chuckle
5 Constant company
7 Influence
8 This rag
12 Middle ___ Place
13 Dice game
16 Mileage makers
18 Semicircle parkway
20 Member-At-Large Rich
21 Youngest road
22 Cool, refreshing drink
23 Run nearby
26 Wealthiest US county
27 Message board
31 ___ Cream Social
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We’ve ditched the wafer seal and we’re ...

GOING UNFOLDED!
Inside:
Can You Hear Me Now? Good!
Standup VP Steps Down
Independence Day Coverage
More Rants and Raves
Crossword Puzzler

SOUTH BANK/RIVERCREST HOA
PO BOX 650722
POTOMAC FALLS, VA 20165
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