THE RIVERCREST COMMUNITY NEWSLETTER

2007 EASTER EGG HUNT: Bitterly cold conditions and snow flurries would not deter these eager egg-hunters. Big thanks to organizer Melissa
Fox (in the background, holding bullhorn) for making it all happen. Check out the story and pictures on page 6.
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News Flash!
by Lisa Toohey
I mean that literally! A committee has been working with the board to come up with new way to
communicate HOA news to the community in a
timely fashion.
The Rivercrest website will be re-vamped and relaunched, replacing the Yahoo! Groups discussion
board. The new site will have new topic-specific
forums as well as sections to ask questions, view
committee updates or check the community calendar. There will also be a REALLY cool new feature
... online polling. Please understand that the online
polling will not be official voting. Instead, it will be
a way for board members to get a better feel for how
homeowners feel about topics that affect them. We
are also going to have a “polling box” at the pool for
those residents who are not plugged into the web
but want their voice to be heard. We will also be
sending reminders of HOA meetings through the

USPS that will include brief summaries of
topics to be discussed at the meeting.
Details on how to register for the site and
the online polling will be coming to you
soon. Look for more information in the
mail.

Bridge Open

The new bridge
provides access
to Algonkian
Regional Park,
Potomack Lakes
Sportsplex and
points west.

by Sue Wilkinson
Thanks to the Northern Virginia Regional
Park Authority (NVRPA) and the Potomac
Heritage Trail Association, Rivercrest residents now have easy walking access to the
Algonkian Regional Park. Construction of
a pedestrian and equestrian bridge over
Sugarland Run, which is the stream that
separates the Rivercrest community from
park property, is now complete.
The fastest way to the bridge: use the
entrance between 47285 and 47289 Middle
Bluff Place (labeled 1 on the map below),
make a left onto the Washington Suburban
Sanitary Commission (WSSC) gravel trail
before you get to the tot lot (2), take the right
fork just after you pass the fenced-in sewer
area (3) - the bridge is slightly offset from
the path (4). There are two other entrances
to the trail system from Middle Bluff Place:
(5) is between 47225 and 47229, (6) is next
to 47209. Whichever entrance you choose,
please respect your neighbors as you walk
between their houses. The Golden
Rule applies: do unto others as you’d
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have them do unto you.
The bridge is part of the Potomac Heritage
Trail, which, when complete, will extend
from Pittsburgh, PA, to the Chesapeake
Bay through Pennsylvania, Maryland,
the District of Columbia, and Virginia.
The Potomac Heritage Trail is a National
Scenic Trail that was designated by an act
of Congress in 1983. As of spring 2007, 514
miles of trails are recognized as segments of
the Trail network, with approximately 400
additional miles in various stages of planning and development. The trail crosses a
variety of environments from mountain
ridges to the tidewater.
The bridge over Sugarland Run is made
of fiberglass and was constructed with new
tectonic technology to withstand flooding. The $40,000 construction cost was
paid by NVRPA. Blue flashing and Potomac
Heritage Trail signs have just been added to
nearby trees on the adjoining trails to show
the way.
Hikers can now go by trail from the entrance to Algonkian Regional Park to Great
Falls National Park in Fairfax County. Blue
flashing and trail signs mark the way. Bikers
can use other segments of the Potomac
Heritage Trail to ride from Georgetown to
Pittsburgh.
Rivercrest is fortunate to have access to
a portion of this national treasure. Go out
and enjoy!

Walkin’ Blues
by Shiva Chen
Securing a sidewalk on River Bank Street
to Algonkian Parkway has been in process
since December 2006. The president of our
neighboring community (Riverbank Woods)
has teamed up with us to accomplish this
long awaited task. Riverbank Woods made
a similar request about 3 years ago and unsuccessfully attempted to get the County’s
attention to consider this project.
The funding has been the main issue.
As annual funding becomes available,
it is allocated for other projects in the
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county, such as the sidewalk on Algonkian
Parkway that was recently built at a cost of
over $500,000. Still, we have continued to
press the issue to see if we can succeed in
securing the needed funds. We have contacted the Loudoun County Department of
Transportation Services and have explored
different approaches. We have written letters, applied for formal grants, and have
been in constant communication with the
county.
So far, we have been able to bring to
their attention how dangerous this strip is
for pedestrians. In May 2007, the county
engineers surveyed the topography of
River Bank Street twice. This is the last assessment that we have received from the
County’s Chief Engineer:
“…there is very little room between the
edge of River Bank Street and the steep
drop-offs on either side of the road. I doubt
a sidewalk could fit in the available space.
If the area adjoining the guard rail were
widened it would require a significant
amount of fill material which would: be
very expensive, may have unacceptable
environmental impacts. This is likely why
sidewalks were not constructed up-front.
However I do think there is a safety problem for pedestrians. Another approach may
be to slightly narrow the road to make room
for a sidewalk. At this point I do not know if
VDOT would agree to this ...”
On May 24, 2007, the County engineers
will meet with us to discuss all the factors
and look over the River Bank Street site
plans. Look for communication updates on
the result of their findings and the outcome
of funds allocation.

Getting Hooked
You’ve likely seen the signs advertising
Hooked, a new restaurant in Great Falls
Plaza. Back in April and May, it seemed the
signs were scattered everywhere, including
one near the entrance to our community.
The tagline was intriguing, with an unexpected twist at the end - “Seafood. Sushi.
The Rivercrest Current / June 2007

The signs were
everywhere:
Hooked was
coming soon.

Lifestyle.”
“We want people to actually think about
it. When you think about ‘lifestyle’, you’re
thinking about how you live and the way
you live. What we’re trying to address is
making people’s lives a little easier, making them a little more healthy as well,” said
Douglas Palley, the Lowes Island resident
who is the entrepreneur behind the new
restaurant in a late-April interview with the
Current.
“We have come up with this concept designed to address the growing concerns and
needs of consumers for a healthier quickserve option. We have done so in providing
sushi, seafood and grilled fishes - which are
by nature more healthy than pizza, Chinese
and burgers,” continued Palley, “We are
also addressing the need for more home
delivery options. Out in the suburbs here,
we are bound by very few choices.”
The website for the new restaurant
(www.hookedonseafood.com) offers quite
a bit of information as well as a sneak peek
at the menu. The pictures depict a quality
and presentation that is a cut above what
one would expect from a place that calls
itself “quick-serve”. This is largely due to
the partner Palley recruited: Chef Richard
Beckel (another Lowes Island resident).
Foodies may recognize the name - Beckel
was the Executive Chef at The Caucus
Room in DC, the Executive Sous Chef at
Citronelle, and has worked at Le Bernadin
in New York City.
Palley on Beckel: “He is a multi-talented
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individual - continually I am impressed by
him. He and I have been together about a
year now. He bought into the idea of the
concept and helped formulate the menus
and the offerings. I have had a little bit of
experience in the business community, so
he liked having someone being able to maneuver the way through starting a business
and growing it. He’s not only a fantastic
chef, he’s also a great business partner and
has a great entrepreneurial mind.”
Palley knows a little about being an entrepreneur himself: at the age of 25, he created
a customer service and technical support
company after receiving less than adequate
assistance with a new computer. His company, CyberRep, eventually boasted 2500+
employees and was routinely listed as one
of America’s fastest growing private organizations. Palley was even named the 2001
Entrepreneur of the Year by Ernst & Young.
As an entrepreneur, Palley’s marketing
“hook” has been to compare his restaurant
favorably against other traditional quickserve options, like pizza and Chinese.
Ironically, his restaurant’s neighbors include Papa John’s Pizza (three doors to the
left) and China Gourmet Inn (three doors
to the right). With the average Hooked seafood dinner costing about $20, it’s difficult
for his restaurant to compare as favorably
when it comes to price, but Palley is not
concerned.
“If you look at the five-mile radius [around
Great Falls Plaza], the average household
income in this area is about $170,000 per
household, which ranks us third in the
Washington metropolitan area”, said Palley.
“The statistics that we have looked at
clearly indicate that folks that have disposable income are willing to pay for a better
product. You can get away with a $15 meal
and be full, but we have an offering of convenient and healthier options. To go over
to Wegman’s and pick up some sushi and
drive home - from here, that’s a 45-minute
commute. To go, wait in line at Outback,
eat, get served and get home - it’s a couple
hours. So, if you can order when you get
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home, have it delivered to your house and
it’s ready to serve, and you throw away the
plates after you’re done - you’ve got some
quality time to be able to read to your kids,
relax or actually talk to your spouse. That’s
the idea - that’s what ‘lifestyle’ means.”
Articles written about Hooked in the
Washington Business Journal and the
Loudoun Connection heralded a lateMarch grand opening. The restaurant situated between the Dunkin’ Donuts and
the Veterinarian - was still being built a full
month after that. The restaurant started
opening for dinner mid-May. The restaurant should be fully open (for lunch and
dinner) by the time you read this. If you’re
a fan of sushi, seafood or freshly grilled fish,
it should be worth a try.

July 4th Plans
by Lisa Toohey
Come join your neighbors for our annual 4th of July Parade and Celebration on
Wednesday, July 4th at 9:15am.
We’ll gather at the intersection of Clifton’s
Point Street and Sisler Court at 9:15am for
the parade. Judges will award the best-decorated bike, wagon, or stroller and the best
costume! The winners will lead the parade
to the pool.
The carnival will run from 9:30 - 10:30,
and there will be lots of NEW GAMES this
year along with ACTIVITIES and lots of
PRIZES! I am also looking for some fresh
ideas on games and prizes.
We need volunteers to make this event
happen. Here are just some of the ways
you can help: be a judge, help distribute
flyers, be the parade coordinator, donate
cold water, donate frozen juice pops, work
a game for 15 minutes, help with clean-up.
The more volunteers I get to help with the
games, the shorter the time each person
will have to work.
Please contact Lisa Toohey (703-4502775, ltoohey@comcast.net) ASAP and help
ensure that we have enough volunteers to
hold the event.
The Rivercrest Current / June 2007

Committee
Summaries
COMMUNICATIONS
Mike Watkins
communications@rivercrest.org

I’m pleased to say this committee has
tripled in size. We got an infusion of new
blood in April - please join me in welcoming Lisa Toohey and Shiva Chen. Shiva is
actually taking over as committee chairperson, thus allowing me to be what I always
wanted to be: “newsletter guy”.
Things are certainly going to change for
the better, communications-wise. There
should be many more avenues available
for communications between homeowners
and members of the HOA. Please take a look
at the story on the cover of this newsletter if
you haven’t already for more details.

COVENANTS
Paul Fineran

covenants@rivercrest.org

With the arrival of summer, our attention shifts to the exterior of our homes.
Homeowners are reminded of your responsibility to keep your lawns mowed and
edged, gardens and fences maintained.
Please do not put your yard waste out until
Tuesday evening. Please be sure doors, trim
and shutters are in good shape. Additionally,
please remember that any change to existing paint colors for exterior doors, trim and
shutters require Covenants approval.
For requests for exterior modifications,
please assist the Covenants committee
by reviewing the sections relating to your
request to be sure you are addressing the
items noted in the covenants - to reduce the
need for us to come back to you with questions. Also, please include an email address
see COVENANTS, page 
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RivercrestRealEstate.com

The Neighborhood Real Estate Buzz...

Joanne Hunt
Realtor®
Rivercrest Resident
(703)955-6683
joanne.hunt@longandfoster.com
Reston North Hills 1675-F Reston Parkway Reston, VA 20194

COVENANTS, from page 
to help us communicate with you - we all
work and committee business is frequently
done at “inconvenient” hours, so email is
the best way to communicate!
We thank all the homeowners who work
hard at maintaining their homes and work
with us to make Rivercrest a wonderful
place to come home to!

OPEN SPACE
Sue Wilkinson

services to Rivercrest. The design is for two
columns, constructed of cinder block and
covered by decorative fieldstone, that would
measure approximately 6 feet in height and
4 feet by 4 feet square. Each column, one
on either side of River Bank Street, would
be anchored with black metal fencing (5
feet tall by 6 feet in height) extending away
from the street, surrounded by shrubs and
plants.
The HOA Board has asked the new open
space committee to make a formal recommendation for an entrance feature to
the community. The committee’s assignment is to review the proposal and decide
whether to submit the current design by
Shenandoah, the Shenandoah proposal
with modifications, or a new design entirely.
The committee would like to form a task
force of residents interested in such a project.
Please e-mail open-space@rivercrest.org if
you would like to work on this project or if
you know landscaping or other companies
that design and build these kinds of structures. We will work on this initiative over
the summer months.
After consideration of various designs,
the committee will present a formal proposal to the HOA board for consideration.
After their consideration and approval, the
board will present a design to the community for discussion.
The committee has also been in contact with the developer to replace several
shrubs that the developer planted last year
in front of the townhouses along River Bank
Street. The developer is aware of the need
to replace these dead junipers.

open-space@rivercrest.org

The committee will soon solicit bids for
designing and constructing an entrance
feature to the community.
The previous committee chair recently
presented a design for such a structure
to the HOA board. The design is from
Shenandoah Landscape Services, the company that currently provides landscaping
Page 

POOL
Jennifer Hepler
Alyssa Helmich
pool@rivercrest.org

We hope everyone is enjoying the 2007
pool season! The pool hours are as follows:
weekdays 10am to 8pm (4pm - 8pm while
see POOL, page 11
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2007 Rivercrest �����������
Pool Pass �����������
Application
HOMEOWNER INFORMATION (PLEASE PRINT OR TYPE)
OWNER’S NAME

RIVERCREST ADDRESS (will be used to return passes by
mail unless a different mailing address has been provided)

MAILING ADDRESS (if different from above)

HOME PHONE (include area code)

WORK PHONE (include area code)

HOMEOWNER AGREEMENT
Except for willful misconduct or gross negligence, the owner and/or tenant applicants agree to indemnify and hold harmless the Rivercrest
Homeowners’ Association, its officers, employers, agents or representatives, collectively the “Association”, from and against any and all claims
or damages arising from the actions or failure to act by the Association with respect to the operation of the swimming pool and related facilities. All residents and guests of this address agree to abide by the swimming pool rules and regulations. If applicable, I give my permission for
the tenant listed below to use the swimming facilities in my place for the current pool season.
OWNER’S SIGNATURE

DATE

TENANT INFORMATION (IF APPLICABLE, PLEASE PRINT OR TYPE) Lease on file required
TENANT’S NAME(S)

TENANT’S SIGNATURE

DATE

ITEMS REQUESTED
List the names of all residents of your home. Children UNDER THE AGE OF TWO should also be listed but do not require a photo ID pass. List
the birthdate of each resident (or indicate “A” if 21 or over). Check the appropriate box for each resident depending on what is being requested:
a new pass or the 2007 yearly sticker. For each pass requested, check the “Pass Needed” box and enclose a 1” x 1” photo for each resident
with the name and age on the back of the photo. If you already have a pass, check only the “Sticker Needed” box and you will be issued a 2007
sticker to attach to your existing pass. Include a check or money order with your application payable to SOUTHBANK HOA: $1.00 for each pass
needed, up to a maximum of $5.00 per household. There is no fee for the yearly stickers. Mail this application to South Bank Homeowners’ Association, c/o Zalco Realty, Inc., 8701 Georgia Avenue, Suite 300, Silver Spring, MD 20910.
NAME OF PERMANENT RESIDENT
OR TENANT

BIRTHDATE

PASS
NEEDED

STICKER
NEEDED

NAME OF PERMANENT RESIDENT
OR TENANT

BIRTHDATE

PASS
NEEDED

STICKER
NEEDED

ZALCO OFFICE USE ONLY
NEW RESIDENT PASS NOS.

GUEST PASS NO.

REASON RETURNED

DATE
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DATE SENT
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Homeowners’ Meeting Minutes
What follows is a summary from the most recent homeowners’
meeting. Minutes from prior meetings can be found on the community website - see “Website Information”, page 14.

reserve funding. • Mrs. Chen also stated that her spouse is
requesting that all Committees forward their budgets to him so
that drafting of the 2008 budget can commence.

Subject:		
Date:		
Location:

6 Pool Committee
• Pool Committee Co-Chairpersons were not able to attend, but
the Board’s Vice President, Mr. Rob Hepler, stated that the pool
opened on time and without incidents.

Rivercrest HOA Meeting
May 31, 2007 at 7 PM
Cascades Library

Attending
HOA Board (Rob Hepler, Tom Burtner, Rich Resnick)
Zalco Realty (Michael Constant)
Communications Committee (Shiva Chen, Lisa Toohey, Mike
Watkins)
Open Space Committee (Sue Wilkinson, Barbara Miller)
Covenants Committee (Paul Fineran)
Swim Team Committee (Sharon Brandt)
Finance Committee (Shiva Chen for David Chen)
Other HOA Members (Pat Julien, Tim Melia, and Steve Rubloff )
MINUTES
1 Meeting was called to order
2 Swim Team Committee
• A number of owners complained about existing hours the Swim
Team was using the pool. The Board voted to change the hours
for the Swim Team from 7:00 – 8:00pm to 7:30 – 8:30pm effective
Monday, June 04, 2007.
3 Covenants Committee
• The Chairperson of the Covenants Committee, Mr. Paul
Fineran, stated that they were expediting applications for owners
on a timely basis. • Mr. Fineran requested that an article be
placed in the Association’s Newsletter stating that owners should
read the HOA’s Guidelines, to establish whether or not their application conforms to the Guidelines, prior to applying (see page
5). This will help expedite the application process.
4 Open Space Committee
• The Board’s Treasurer stated that he will continue to negotiate with Great Falls Chase and other neighboring HOA’s in an
effort to split the cost of mowing neglected sections adjacent
to the Algonkian Parkway. The Open Space Committee Chair,
Mrs. Sue Wilkinson, stated that the current landscape company,
Shenandoah, was no longer servicing the site adequately and
that she would seek additional proposals.
5 Finance Committee
• The Chairperson of the Finance Committee, Mr. David Chen,
was not able to attend the meeting, but his spouse, Mrs. Shiva
Chen, relayed his comments regarding the financial statements.
• Mr. Chen, via his spouse, suggested that the Board consider
paying off the remaining balance of the outstanding loan, for
pool related construction, serviced by Virginia Commerce Bank.
The Board voted to close the loan, by paying the remaining
balance. The loan has no penalties attached for early payments.
• Mrs. Chen also stated that her spouse inquired about adequate
reserve funding. Both the Board and management responded
that, per the current reserve study, the HOA was on track with

Page 10

7 Social Committee
• Representing the Social Committee, Mrs. Lisa Toohey requested
that the Board approve spending of $500.00 for the HOA’s Fourth
of July Event. The Board unanimously approved her request.
8 Safety Committee
• Chairperson, Mr. Behzad Badiee was not able to attend, but
submitted an article for the newsletter (see page 11).
9 Communications Committee
• The Board appointed Mrs. Shiva Chen to be the new
Communications Committee Chairperson. • Mrs. Chen stated
that she will forward a mission statement to the Board. • She also
stated that the Committee is involved in updating the HOA’s web
site to be more “user friendly” and will make an effort to improve
communication for existing, new, and prospective homeowners.
10 Board Action
• The Board agreed to change starting hours for the Swim Team
from 7:00pm to 7:30pm. • In addition, the Board approved
spending of $500.00 for the HOA’s Fourth of July Event and appointed Mrs. Shiva Chen as Chairperson of the Communications
Committee. • The Board also reiterated that hard copies of
any outgoing material, which represents the HOA, need to be
approved by the BOD. • Regarding the developer (KSI), the Board
announced that they were concluding the final few items agreed
upon during prior negotiations.
11 Contracted Services
• No additional action required.
12 Professional Services
• No action required.
13 Open Forum
• Open forum issues were discussed during the Board meeting
and can be found elsewhere in these minutes.
14 Next Month’s HOA Meeting
• In an effort to expedite a number of HOA related tasks, inclusive of commencing work required to draft the 2008 budget, the
Board decided to switch the Semi-Annual Meeting to a working
Board meeting. • Date: June 25, 2007; Time: 7:00pm; Location:
Cascades Library, Room C
Michael Constant
ARM, GRI, Management
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POOL, from page 
school is in session) and weekends and
holidays: 10am to 8pm. This summer we
hired a new management company (High
Sierra Pools) for the lifeguards, and we are
continuing to have NV Pools conduct the
opening and closing duties for the pool.
After receiving numerous requests from
residents for more shade and additional
eating tables, we purchased 2 new umbrellas and 3 new tables with chairs so we hope
everyone is able to enjoy them.
For those residents who do not have their
photo ID pool passes with 2007 stickers:
please submit your application to Zalco. A
copy of the application has been included
with this newsletter (see page 9). Residents
must have a photo ID pool pass with the
orange 2007 sticker on it to be admitted to
the pool. The guards will strictly enforce
the use of these pool passes for admittance
and if you don’t have your pass with the
current sticker year, you will not be allowed
entrance into the pool; there will be NO
exceptions to this rule. Please respect this
rule and our lifeguards for enforcing all of
the pool rules. When you enter the pool,
please give the lifeguard your pass and sign
in and out when entering and exiting the
pool area. Information obtained from the
sign-in sheets will be used to monitor pool
operation.
The pool passes are color coded: red for
children under the age of 12, yellow for
ages 12-16, and green for those over 16. The
color-coded passes will allow the pool management staff to easily identify residents
who require parent or guardian supervision. Passes cost $1 per individual with a
cap of $5 per family/household. If you lose
your pass, please send another photo and
$1 per pass to Zalco, so they can make a
replacement for you. There is no cost for
getting updated stickers or for updating a
child’s pass when they need to upgrade to a
different color pass.
Due to county health code standards,
proper swim attire is required for everyone
The Rivercrest Current / June 2007

Construction
continues
on the cell
tower at Great
Falls Plaza.
According to
Invisible Towers
President
Tim Dennis,
carriers will
start installing
their equipment
in early June,
starting with
T-Mobile. Other
carriers will
follow suit as
they get their
construction
projects lined
up.

using the pool. This means if you are going
to swim in the pool, you must wear a bathing suit. Additionally, if your child is not
potty-trained, they MUST wear swim diapers. This rule must be enforced to ensure
the water is safe for all swimmers.
We hope everyone enjoys the pool this
summer!

SAFETY
Behzad Badiee
safety@rivercrest.org

Please make summer 2007 a safer summer for our community. Our area school
semesters will be ending June 19th. During
the daytime there will be children playing
outside. Please watch your speed limit,
especially those homeowners running errands during daytime hours. Many of the
driveways in our community are short.
Children playing on these driveways can
run into the street. Please drive at a speed
limit that allows for a sudden stop.
Summer is also when most incidents of
burglary occur. Please exercise more care
and awareness in securing your home.
Please make sure to keep your garage door
closed at all times, especially at night. We
have had incidents of garage burglary in
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At Last...A Home Improvement Builder
You Can Trust and Depend On For ...
Call for your

FREE

Estimate

Creativity
Craftsmanship
On-Time Completion
All Within Budget

OAKMARK
CONSTRUCTION

Creative Interior & Exterior Home Improvements
“Basement Finishing Specialists”

703-759-6487

Class A License, Bonded and Insured - Over 15 Years Experience - Local References!
Custom Decks, Screened Porches, Gazebos & Finished Basements ...

past summers, where items were stolen
from garages with doors left open. Thank
you in advance for your support and cooperation.

SOCIAL
Jenny Schmidt
social@rivercrest.org

Summer is finally here and we’ve had
some fun family events over the past few
months. I am very excited about all the volunteers we’ve been getting.
This year has started out with a phenomenal response from all of you which makes
for a great community to live in and also
makes my job much easier. Thank you so
very much for your support!
This year we enjoyed our first ever Easter
egg hunt in the Middle Bluff woods (see page
6 for pictures). Even with the snow, there
were many families who turned out. I can
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tell you, the kids had a great time searching
for those eggs! A big thank you to Melissa
Fox and the people who worked with her to
put it together. Everything looked great and
came off without a hitch!
Our annual community yard sale was a
huge hit this year (see my note on page 7).
As for our upcoming events, please be on
the lookout for communications from Lisa
Toohey (see page 4). She has enthusiastically offered to plan our community Fourth of
July event. With all her great ideas and your
help, I know this will be an event to remember. We are also discussing a “beginning of
the pool season” potluck. By the time this
paper arrives in your mailbox though, we
will probably have already had it or decided
not to.
The Kindergarten Social is on the horizon. The tentative date is Saturday, August
18th at 10:30am at the pool. So, if you have
a child starting Kindergarten please join us.
It will be a great time for your child to meet
their new neighborhood schoolmates and
for you to meet their parents.
I know summer is just getting started,
but I am already starting to gather ideas
for our Halloween party and haunted path
in October. If you are interested, please
contact me to help plan, execute or even
contribute ideas towards this event. Don’t
forget to start thinking about setting up a
site on the haunted path. Rumor has it that
there will be another contest this year ...
stay tuned!

FINANCE
David Chen

finance@rivercrest.org

No summary.

SWIM TEAM
Sharon Brandt

swimteam@rivercrest.org

No summary.
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Service
Advertisements
Listed here, in alphabetical order, are
residents who provide valuable services.
Any Rivercrest resident that is affiliated
with a business that might be useful to
other residents is eligible. These free ads
must all follow the same format: resident
name, phone number and email followed
by a descriptive portion (including the
company name if there is one) that must
be 20 words or less. If you are interested in
having your business listed, submit your ad
to communications@rivercrest.org. If you
find the 20-word limit a bit too limiting, see
our ad rates at the bottom of page 14.
Lynne Beal
703-430-3502, lynne_beal@yahoo.com
C’est Mon BeBe - Custom handcrafted
keepsake bracelets from sterling silver, 14k
goldfill, freshwater pearls, and Swarovski
crystal. www.thatsmybabykeepsake.com
Kim Becker & Kim Vinyard
703-470-9188,
auctionitawayonline@yahoo.com
AuctionItAwayOnline.com - We’ll sell
your unwanted items on eBay. Save
your time, let us do all the work!
Sharon Brandt
571-434-9799,
sharon@graniteconnectionllc.com
Granite Connection, LLC - Got granite?
For the best granite prices with
a quality install, call me or go to
www.graniteconnectionllc.com
Wendy Buttling, M.S., CCC-SLP
703-431-9117, wendyab@adelphia.net
Private Speech-Language Pathologist
Articulation, Language Skills,
Screenings and Evaluations. Virginia
License - 15 years experience.
The Rivercrest Current / June 2007

Fred Coulter
703-406-8626, ftcoult@erols.com
Paint Works Services Company
European Surface Techniques,
Faux Finishing and Interior Painting.
Ritu Desai
703-625-4949, Info@eNOVAHomes.com
Samson Realty, LLC - Residential Top
Producer, Multi-Million Dollar Sales
Club Member. Team up with Ritu and
the Samson Realty Advantage!
Alyssa Helmich
703-444-6173,
contactus@matchplaytennis.com
Match Play Tennis - A new flexible tennis
league, summer registration is now open.
www.matchplaytennis.com
David Rathgeber
571-434-9071, david@davidr.net
Your Friend in Real Estate, LLC - Get
the latest real estate information free at
www.davidr.net - click “Market Report”.
Sheila Traenkle
703-433-9699, straenkle@hotmail.com
Creative Memories Consultant
Home classes and workshops, photosafe albums and supplies, and group
presentations.
Yenni
703-430-6544, phiyen72@msn.com
Custom-made draperies, curtains,
cushion covers, bed covers and clothes
alteration.
Next HOA meeting:
Monday, June 25, 2007, 7:00pm
East Loudoun County Library (aka Cascades Library)
21030 Whitfield Place (behind the Cascades Giant)
All homeowners should plan on attending.
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Contact List
Here are some important contact points
everyone should know.
Zalco Realty (Property Management)
8701 Georgia Avenue, Suite 300
Silver Spring, MD 20910-3713
888-428-6262 (toll free)
301-585-0088 (emergency number)
301-495-4169 (fax)
Michael Constant, Manager
301-495-4158, mconstant@zalco.com
Shelley Hudson, Administrative Assistant
301-495-6618, shudson@zalco.com
Status of covenants applications, approval
and violations
Duane Dennis, Accounts Receivable
301-495-6648, ddennis@zalco.com
Questions regarding an outstanding balance, or Zalco receipt of settlement papers
for new owners.
Ellie Maith, Resale/Disclosure
301-495-6607, emaith@zalco.com
Expediting the resale disclosure document to
owners who are trying to sell their property.
AAA (trash/recycling) 703-818-8222
Comcast (cable/internet) 800-266-2278
Verizon (FIOS, as available) 888-438-3467
Virginia Power 888-667-3000
Washington Gas 703-750-1400

Website
Information
Don’t forget to check out our community
website! It’s packed with community information. Browse to:
www.rivercrest.org
The menu along the left-hand side of
the web page includes a “Residents Only”
option. Clicking on this brings up a login
screen - enter rivercrest as the User Name
and home!owner for the password. After
pressing OK, the right side of the web page
should show the “Residents Only” area. This
section includes Homeowners’ Association
minutes from prior meetings, guidelines
and applications for the Covenants process
as well as a color PDF of this newsletter.
There is also a newsgroup dedicated to
our community. It was founded almost
six years ago and boasts more than 330
members. Anyone can join for free and participate in the lively discussions there. It’s a
great way to meet your neighbors. Browse
to:
groups.yahoo.com/group/Rivercrest
... and press the “Join This Group” button. While newsgroup activity has been
on the rise, you may find that things don’t
necessarily get done via that channel. If
so, consider attending a meeting of the
Homeowners’ Association, emailing the
appropriate committee member directly, or
volunteering for a committee.

Editor, Writer, Graphic Artist and all-around “Newsletter Guy”: Mike Watkins (communications@rivercrest.org)
The Rivercrest Current is published on a quarterly basis and reaches 365 addresses. To enhance the readability of the newsletter, a
limited number of advertisements will be accepted. No advertisement larger than half-page will be allowed. Quarter-page submissions
will cost $40 for a one-time insert or $150 (pre-paid) for four consecutive inserts. Half-page submissions will cost $70 for a one-time
insert or $250 (pre-paid) for four consecutive inserts.
We reserve the right to determine whether an item is suitable for this publication. Submissions do not necessarily reflect the opinion
or beliefs of the The Rivercrest Current, the Homeowners’ Association, the Board of Directors or Zalco Realty. Similarly, advertisements
placed are not an indication of endorsement by same. Items may be edited for grammatical correctness, clarity and to meet space
constraints.
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The Sitter List
If you are interested in being listed as a baby- or pet-sitter, please forward your name, phone number
and certifications to communications@rivercrest.org for a free listing. Information about SafeSitter certification can be found at www.safesitter.org.
babysitter
Red Cross Certified

petsitter

plantsitter

SafeSitter Certified

CPR Certified

Claire Bucher 703-444-0089

Lauren Buttling 703-406-2747

Lauren Bucher 703-444-0089

Kristen Carlson 703-433-2664

Alexandra Butt 703-444-5957

Shannon Fineran 703-421-4365

Meghan Butt 703-444-5957

Marisa Julien 703-433-0338

Nicole Butt 703-444-5957

Joey Longo 703-450-0326

Sending Our
Condolences
The weekend after the shocking
tragedy that took place at Virginia
Tech, a poster was set up by the poolhouse to allow Rivercrest residents to
send their thoughts and condolences
to the Tech campus. The poster was
quickly filled with countless messages and reassuring words of support. A number of messages were
from former graduates now living in
Rivercrest.
Many thanks to the Conboy family,
who subsequently brought the poster
to the Drillfield in Blacksburg.
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Packed with pictures, the Current

REALLY SATISFIES!
Inside:
New Ways Of Communicating
Bridge Over Calm Waters
Where To Walk?
Getting The Hook
July 4th Planning
Picture Pages
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